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ing expenses, interest, and sinkina fund.
I have endeavoured to show that the
arguments in favour of the line, though
I am afraid rather imperfectly, will bene-
fit a large agricultural community. Sir
John Forrest, far-seeing and patriotic
statesmani, took up this line some years
ago, and went so far as to have it sur-
veyed and tried to have it constructed. I
have shown that a keen business man
like Mr. Smith thought the timber there
sufficient to start a mill; I have shown
that Mr. Ferguson is willing to construct
a line into the forest. I have shown that
the Timber Commission recommended a
line there. If we bad only 20 miles of
line it would be a great benefit to the
farmers there. According to figures it
would lbe much shorter to constructa liue
from Marradong to Piujarrah and then
to Perth, a distance of 94 miles, than to
go to Narrogin; for if the line goes to
Narrogin it means 60 miles, and there
will be an additional 120 miles to reach
Fremantle, so that the distance is much
shorter to go by way of Pinjarrab. This
line I am proposing, after a few miles
enters the electorate of the member for
Forrest and shortly afterwards enters the
electorate of' the member for Williams,
who no doubt will have something to say
on the matter. In conclusion I would
like to say we want this railway badly for
the benefit of the farming community.
We want to see an army of awen employed
in the timber forests, with their wives
and families domiciled there, happy and
contented. We want the silent forests
to become active centres of industry; we
want, instead of the parrot's screech, to
hear the sound of the woodman's axe. I
beg to move the motion standing in my
name.

fRt. A. J. WILSON (Forrest): I beg
to second the motion.

On motion by the PREMIER, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 12 minutes to
10 o'clock, until the next dlay.

Legizlatibr (Assrnblp,
Thursday 26th July, 1906.

P.Go.
Questions: Gold BDyog the Mint Method ... M

Drainage Work. Wes Coniup.............641
Gold Staling Reports.......... .. ,......641
Earl ClosigAnimeut s............641
LIthgrphic, patclr.............. 6411

Ralwy Deviain Cholli-argis..........612
Ralwy Car C.ontution.........642

C aimn of Comtees a(temoray
Electoral: GJrditn St, r Crn.....638
Gold Stealing at Kalgoorlie, Reports exaggeraited,

division as t ourgec.........
Bills: Second-hand Daleas, Bla...............6423

Permanent Reserves Rededication, 3c. ... 642
Stum Act Amendment. Corn., reported ... G42
LegaePactitioners Act Amendment, Recomn.

mittal, reported. ........... .. ,......6,17
Vaccinatin Act Amiendmnent (no compuisiou), 07L

2u. moved (Mr. A. J. Wilson) ....
Motions: Collie Coal Industry, to adopt Recoin.

mendations, debat. remed...........G1W
Railway Freights and Local Industries, debate

resumed .. 0. . . 59

THE SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

QUESTION-GOLD BUYING, THE MINT
METHOD.

Ma. EWING (without notice) asked
the Treasurer: Will he, in view of the
statements appearing in to day's West
Australian as having been made by a.
mine manager rn Kalgoorlie, re the
methods of gold-buying practised at the
Perth Mint, obtain from the Deputy
Master of that institution a statement
showing tbe procedure followed, and lay
the same upon the table of the Housee

THE TREASURER replied: Yes.

CHAIRMEN OF COrMITEES (TEM-
PORARY).

Mn. SPEAKER informed the House
that be had appointed the members for
Perth (Mr. H. Brown), Subiaco (Mr.
Daglish), and Claremont (Mr. Foulkes)
as temporary Chairmen of Committees.

ELECTORAL-GERA.LDTON SEAT, MR.

CARSON.
Mn. H.' CARSON (Geraldton):; I

desire to make a personal explanation.
As members are aware, I have for some
considerable time absented myself from
my seat; and I wish briefly to state my
reasons for so doing. Members doubt-
less know that 1 am placed in a very uni-

Lsatisfactory and to my mind a very
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humiliating position. At the same time,
this is no fault of mine; and I have no
desire whatever to occupy illegally at seat
in this House. Personally I have no
desire to sit while my seat is being chal-
lenged. But seeing that other than per-
sonal motives have to be considered, and
in view of the Premier's remarks last
night in this House. and at the wish of
my electors, I have resolved to take mny
seat here again. It is not my intention
to refer] at all to the ease which,
as everyone knows, is sub judice ; but
members will doubtless recollect that
some eight months ago I was declared
duly elected to the Geraldton seat, that
a petition was lodged against my return,
and that the case was heard some six
weeks ago or more at Geraldton and
referred to Perth for argument, and I
hope final decision. Members are also
aware, I think, that no decision was
given, but that the case is farther
postponed until some indefinite date.
This is certainly very unfair to the
Geraldton electorate; and I think it
deplorable that any member should be
kept in suspense for such a. considerable
time after he has been declared duly
elected. The Government will, I hope,
take early steps to have the electoral roll
altered so that no sncb proceedings maty
again be allowed to occur. I thank you,
Mr. Speaker, and hon. members for
giving me the opportunity of making
this personal explanation.

Ma. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): I
desire only to ask in this contingency
whether you, Mr. Speaker, have made
any investigation into the position of
affairS, and what is your ruling regard-
ing the right of the hon. member to sit
while his case is sub judice. I have no
desire to do anything which will be
detrimental to the electors of Gerald.
ton; but at the same time I think that
every member should take care that the
rules of the House, or failing them the
procedure adopted in the House of
Commons, are strictly adhered to in this
Chamber. So long as the position of a
member of Parliament is the subject of
proceedings at law, so long as the case is
sub judice, I think we Should have your
ruling, sir, as to wbetber he is entitled
to take his seat, so that there may be no
possible doubt in the mind of any mem-
ber of the House.

THE PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) :
This, I think, is a question which to a
certain extent must be decided by corn-
mon-sense rules. That is how it appeals
to me. Suppose that after a general
election the Government were returned
with 25 supporters, while there were 23
members in Opposition; then if petitions
were lodged against two or three Gov-
ernment members, it would be possible,
pending the bearing of the petitions,
for the Government to be ousted by the
Opposition. As the writ of the return-
ing officer has not been declared void, I
think the hon. member will be perfectly
justified in taking his seat.

MRt. BATH: I wish to explain that I
have no desire to do anything that may
be detrimental to the electors of Gerald-
ton or to the member who has taken his
seat for that constituency. All I desire
is that whatever shall be done shall be
done in a legal manner, and in con-
sonance with the rules and regulations
that govern this House, and in con-

Isonance with constitutional practice. I
merely got. up for the purpose of asking
for the ruling of the Speaker in regard
to this point, so that there might be no
possible doubt concerning it, or any
doubtful precedent created which would
govern any case that might arise in
the future.

[Ma. TAYLOR rose to Speak.]
MR. SPEAKER: It is hardly in order

to debate this. The Leader of the
Opposition was justified in raising this
point. I need only say that, according to
the Electoral Act, the hon. member, so
far as I amt concerned or so far as the
House is concerned, is entitled to hula
his seat until the court decides the point.

Mn. BATH: I am perfectly satisfied
with your ruling. I merely wish to have
it so that no possible doubt may arise.

GOLD STEALING AT KALGOORLIE.
REPORTS EXAGGERATED.

DIVISION AS TO URGENCY.
MR. T. fl. BALTH (Brown Hill):

desire, if the House will grant per-
mission, to move the adjournment of the
House in order to call attention to
certain sensational statements made, not
only in Western Australia but in the
old country, in regard to gold stealing on
the goldfields.
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Question (tb
and a division
result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majoi

Mr. Barnett
Mr. Bath
Mr. Darton
Mr. Eddy
Mr. Hicks
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Johngon
Mr. Lynch
Mr. ScaddnM
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Veryard
Mr. Walker
Mr. Wareo
Mr. Troy (Teller).

Question thu

Me. BATH:
move the adjor
to treat this as
because in aL
sensational ste
which are unv
and are not bin
form by thea
and which are
on the honour
which, if left u
the State will
the eyes of
country and
where the pul
desired to tat
of moving th
House in ordei
ventilated, so t
ments could be
honour of We
vndicated in
Great Britain.
I may say it
leave to be ref

MR. JOJINSO
Premier before

MR. BATH
who were here.
General alid tW
THE MINTS

am sorry I d
division, to exj

at leave be granted) put., opposed. The Leader of the Opposition
taken with the following saw me juset before the meeting of the

House, and told me of his intention
... .. ... 14 to move the adjournment of the House

.. .. 21 in connection with this matter. I
told him that I did not think the

'ity against ... 7 statements made by Mr. Scantlehury
No,,were such as called for an answer b y

IMr. lirebber such anl important procedure as moving
Mr. Blrown the adjournment of the House. IMr. Canon
Mr. Ewing advised him that he should table a
Mr. Gregory motion, and then we could take into full
Mr. Glull consideration the reports subrnittted to
Mr. Ha.yward
Mr Kee,- the House a few nights ago-the reports
Mr. MeLonry made by the warden, the resident 1nagis-
Mr. male
Mr. Mitebell trate, and one of the ilispector'S Oil tile
Mr . .Moo. gold fields. I think these reports ought
Mr. S. F. Moore to be considered carefully and with every
Mr. Sni justice to those who have made theimi
Mr. stone

r.A. J. 'Wiln. fromn time to time. Due consideration
Mr. V. Wilson Ishould be given to them, and not by a
Mr. Hardwick (re), scratch motion of this sort. T advised

snegatived; leave refused, the memiber that it would be better to

XPL&ZATINS.table a motion, and then the question
KPLKATIOS. jcould be thoroughly discussed in the

My object in desiring to House. As far as the Government are
irument of the House and concerned, as soon as we saw the state-
a matter of urgency was inent the Premier sent a cable mess-age

ondon p)ublication certain to London, stating that the statements
,tements have been made made by Mr. Scantlebury were greatly
rarranted in the extreme, exaggerated. We admit, and it is the
ecked up iu any shape or Icase with every goldfield in the world,

lightest tittle of evidence, I that a certain amount of gold stealing is
a most discred itable attack carrried on in Western Australia; and I
of this country, an attack may point out that every attempt will he,
nanswered. will mean that ma;de by legislation and administratio n

be greatly discredited in to cope with the stealing. The Police
the people in the old Bill before the House makes farther
n the eyes of all people restrictions, and in the Mines Regulation
)licatioH is circulated. I Bill farther restrictions are imposed in
:e the earliest opportunity the mining legislation. With a view of
ue adjournment of the putting all facts before members, it
rthat the matter might be would be wiser and better in the interests
hat such sensational state. of the country, the House could pass a

replied to and so that the better judgment, and we should ble able
~stern Australia might be to reply to attacks and give full discus-
the eyes of flue people of sion to the matter, if a motion were

That was my object, and tabled in regular course. That is why I
is most unhieard of for asked the House to defer considering

used. the matter till a later stage, rather
K : Did you speak to the than discuss it at present. I assure
hand ? members that a cable has been sent

I spoke to the Ministers by the Premier to the Agent General,
I spoke to the Attorne y which will, to a certain extent, qualify

the Minister for Mines. the statements made by Mr. Scantle-
TrER FOR MINES:I I bury. I feel satisfied that when that

[id not speak before the Ireport and the reports of the officers
)lain why this motion was Lwhich were lately laid (in the table have
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beenufuly considered, the House will be
able to give proper and due consideration
to the reports made.

Ala. B&TR: How could you send a
cable, when you had not seen the report
until I showed it to you a few moments
ago?

Tan PREMIER: If the hon. member
wishes to doubt the statement of the
Minister for Mines, I can assure him.
that a cable was sent in these word:-

Scantlebury's statement re alleged gold
stealing causing much comment, and greatly
exaggerated. Provision being miade amend
Police Act and Mines Act for farther restric-
tions and severer penalties. Undoubtedly I
certain amount gold stealing prevalent, but
every precaution being exercised to mnitigate
this evil.

(Several interjections.]
Ma. SCADDAN:- That is an awful ad-

mnission.
THs PREnMIER: Is there none going on,

then ?
MR. SPEAKER: I wish to put down

ainy informality. 1 permitted the ex.
lilanations on the part of the Leaders ofI
the Opposition and the Government, for
there seemed to be some niisundorstand-
ing when the division took place on the
matter; but it is quite out of order to
proceed farther now.

QUESTION-DRAINAGE WORKS, WEST
COOLUP.

MR. MOLARTY asked the Minister for
Lands: i, What is the actual colt of
construction of No. 1 drain, West Coohip,
the cost of surveys in connection with
same to dateF 2, Tbe amount of money
received to date from the increased price
of the land since construction of drain ?
3, How much money has the Lands lie-
partment received from blocks which
have been settled and thrown up and re-
soldP 4, Seeing that the Government
are doing drainage work at Hamel,
Harvey, and elsewhere, what is their
reason for refusing to carry out farther
drainage works in West Coolup district?
5, Is the expense of the survey party
frequently camped at Coolup being made
a charge against the West Coolup drain ?
6 , What is the cost of construction of the
Greenlande road drain, and cost of survey
of saime ?

THrE MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied : i. (a.) Cost of construction,

£1,811 7s. Gd.; (b.) Cost of surveys,
£160 lls. Id. 2, £96 17s. 9d- 3, In-
formation not readily tadaiable, but will
lie got out if possible. 4, As the lands
to be benefited by the proposed additional
drains are almost entirely private lands,
it is not considered advisable to expend
more money in drainage in this area,
unless the selectors agree to contribute
towards the interest and sinking fund on
the cost of the work. 5, No.- 6, (a.)
Cost of construction, £687 is. 10d. ; (b.)
Cost of surveys, £43 19s.

QUESTION-GOLD-STEALING REPORS.
MR. BATH asked the M-iniister for

'Mines: z , Has h is attention been drawn
to the fact that the remarks in the
Chamber of Mives Joirratl for June, anent
gold-stealing, are very similar to Detective
Kavanagh's report? 2, Was the in-
formation supplied to the Chamber of
Mines prior to the report being pre-
sented to Parliament ? 3, If so, why ?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES re-
pl ied: -r, No. 2, No information wits
supplied to the Chamber of Mines by the
Mines Department in connection with
this matter.

QUESTION-EARLY CLOSING AMEND-
MENTS.

MR. BATH asked the Premier: Is it
the intention of the Government to intro-
duce amendments to the Early Closing
Act, on the lines suggested by the Chief
Inspector of FactoriesF

Tun 2REMIER replied: I have not
yet had an opportunity of consideringc
the amendments referred to. I will
reply to the member at a later sitting.

QUESTION-LITHOGRAPHIC, PAR-
TICULARS.

Ma, HOLjMAN aiak-d the Treasurer:
m, What is the number of inches pro-
duced during the past year by the photo-
process engraver in the Government
Lithographic Department2 2 , The cost
per inch to produce same ? 3, boes any
officer in the Department receive any
salary as Photo-process Engraving In-
structor in connection with the Technical
School or flollege? s, If so, (a) the
name of the officer, (b) amount of salary
received from the Department, (c) amount
received as instructor? 5, The number

Drainage, Coolup. [26 Juiy, 1906.]
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of p)upils attending the classes for in-
struction ?

THE TREASURER replied: 1, 8,500
inches. The photo-process engraver is
also engaged on other photographic work.
2, From 3d. to 63-d. per inch according
to the nature Of the work ; average cost,
4d. per inch. 3, Yes. -4 (a) Mr. 0. F.
Grattan; (b) £230i (c) 12s. fld, per
lesson, fiur nights a week-forty* weeks
in a year, total £100 per annum. 5
Two pupils in the process-engraving class,
three in the general photography class.

QUESTION-RAILWAY DEVIATION,
COLLIE-NARROGIN.

MR. JOHNSON asked tbe Minister
for Works: i, Is it true that his Depart-
ment is considering a. proposed alteration
in the route of the Collie end of the
Collie-Narrogin RailwayP 2, If so will
he consult Parliament before ay altera-
tion is made?

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: r, A shorter and what is believed
tb be a less costly route is under con-
sideration. 2, As it is well within the-
authorised limit of deviation, it is not
proposed to consult Parliament if it be
ultimately adopted. In farther. reply
to the member, I would like to say
that instructions were given a monnth
ago to make a survey direct east from
Collie, with a view of joining on to
the existing permanent survey' which was
made some time ago. As a result of the
survey, Mr. Wilson, the engineer in
charge of the survey, reported that it is
possible to obtain a ruling grade of 1
in 80, and the line will be some 74 chains
shorter than the existing proposed line,
and the cost will be something like
£3,000 less. It is proposed.'as soon as
the sectional plans are prepared in con-
nection with the survey, to proceed with
the work from the Colie end. At the
present time the work will he proceeded
wvith from Dardanup.

QUESTI ON-RAILWAY CARS,
CONSTRtUCTION.

N. JOHNSON asked the Minister
for Railways: Will the ten corridor cars
which it is proposed to build at the State
Works at Midland Junction be started at
the same time and built simultaneously
with those to be built by a private firm ?

THE PREMIER replied: The work
will be put in hand as soon as the
material is in the workshops. It is.
not anticipated that there will be any
undue delay, and I trust the work
will be proceeded with simultaneously
with the manufacture of the other cars.
However, the Commissioner must be
given a free hanad in their construction.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.
(1) SECOND-HAND DEALERS, (2) Pn.-

MANENT Rsmnvss REDEDICATION, trans-
mitted to the Legislative Council.

BILL-STAMP ACT AMENDMENT.
IN COMMITTEE.

MR. ILLINGWOETH in the Chair; the
TREAsuRER in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1 agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of Schedule to

Act No. 20 of 1905:
MR. BATH moved an amendment that

the following words be added to pars.-
graph (a)-

Under the heading of Articles of Clerkship,
".SLO" is struck out and "ten shillings" is
inserted.
He failed to see why there should be such
enormous discrepancy between the stamp
duty exacted on articles of apprenticeship
and that exacted under articles of clerk-
ship. In one case the stamp duty was s.
and in the otherX10. The charge of £10
was most unjust, and seemied specially
designed to prevent anyone, unless pos-
sessed of considerable funds, from having
the opportunity of being articled to a
solicitor and eventually becoming a mnem-
ber of the legal profession. He failed to
see why anyone who had the slightest
desire to stand as a democrat should
acquiesce in a continuation of this position
of affairs.

THE TREASURER was sorry he could
not accept the amendment. Years ago
the matter was thoroughly threshed out.
Whenever we had had an amendment of
the Stamp Act, the question had in-
variably cropped up and previous Par-
liaments had thought that the fee of £10
should be charlged. If this profession
resulted in such great benefit to those
who entered it, the least persons entering
it should do was to pay £210 for the
privilege of serving their articles. Ten
pounds would not deter anyone from
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entering the profession if he wished to
do so.

Ma. Hunso.N Could the hon. gentle-
ruan mention any other place where £10
was charged ?

THE TREASURER said he understood
that in the old country the stamp duty
was considerably higher than £10.

Mn. TAILOR: People were not so
democratic in the old country as in Aus-
tralia.

Tan TREAS URER It was not a
question of being democratic, but was
whether the charge was a fair one, and
he bad yet to learn that it was unfair.

MR. TAYLOR. The Treasurer had his
eye to the main chance and would not
allow the Treasury to be depleted in any
way. [THE TREASURER: We could not
afford it.] The bon. gentleman was
advised by the Attorney General that a
fee equal to this, if not higher, existed in
England.

THE An~onxv GENE.RAL:- About five
times as high in the case of a barrister.

Mia. TAYLOR: That was quite a
different thing.

Mn. HUDSON : A barrister here had to
pay £50 altogether.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Twenty-
five pounds.

MR. HUDSON: Thirty guineas was
paid on admission, nnd the charge
for the advertisements under rules, six
guineas; also a £10 stamp. How far
short was that of £60?V

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The whole
charge was about £25.

Ma. TAYLOR hoped the Committee
would not assist the Treasurer to extract
£210 from the persons referred to. If a.
layman touched anything dealing with
the legal profession, he had to do so with
hated breath, and whilst the profession
was kept as a close preserve for ai. few in
the circle things would be that way.

THn ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
was impossible in a case of this kind. to
produce an ad valorem scale and sayV that

.so much should be charged, and there
was a comparison which justified it.
If he wanted to become a dentist,
popularly called a, tooth-jerker, and
got a certificate, he would have to
pay a. stamp duty of £210. He knew
f rom personal knowledge that if a dentist
omitted to pay it for a year or two that
dentist got into arrears which might

reach £80 or £ 40. W hy% was that v harge,
madle? Sunmply because it was supposed
to be a fair thing that those who obtained
the right to practise dentistry should con-
tribute in fair proportion to the revenue
of the country, It seemed the only
desire at the bottom of the motion was
that every possible means should be taken
to make the legal profession appear cheap
and nasty. [Ma. Brim:; No.] Then
why not ask that a dentist or any other
class of professional man should be
admitted for 10s., which was only a
nominal fee? Was npt the action taken
founded on stupid hostility to the legal
profession? Ile did not see r.hy it should
be persevered in as it was. It was an old-
time fallacy, which -we had hoped] modern
knowledge and. education had removed,
that the legal profession was something
to be jeered and sneered at or made tire
subject of pettifogging remarks by any-
one capable of making them, it being
suggest ed th at persons should be admnitted
for a penny stamp or something of that
kind. These remarks were entirely out
of harmony with'the times in which we
lived, and the less we heard nf themn the
better it would be for the country.

MR. HUDSON: The later observa-
tions of the Attorneyv Genteral were
sound; but the rest of his speech was
wide of the mark, The amendment
proposed to eliminate a tax, not on the
admission to practise as a barrister or
other professional inan, but on a youth
when entering tire pi'oession. An articled
clerk must serve five years before be hadl
to pay the.£50. The Attorney General
said that the admission fee was £25, and
that he (Mr. Hudson) knew it. That
statemient was unjustifiable. Under
Section 15 of the Legal Practitioners
Act a fee of 80 guineas had to be pa)id
on admnissiou, to the board, and und~er
the original Stamp Act a duty of £00
on admission, waking £40. By the
rules of the Barristers' Board an ap~plicanlt
must advertise f&.ur times in each of the
daily papers, the advertisements costing
six guinleas, or a total of £46 16s. He
had said 250, and- apologised for the
£83 14s.

MR. BATH: No attack onl the legal
profession had been made by him in
moving the amendment. The Attorney
General, owing to lack of argument,
abused the Opposition. There was a

Stamp Bill: [26 JvLy, 1900.]
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vast difference between the dentist who
paid stamp duty on the certificate
entitling him to practise and a boy enter-
ing on a legal career. A dentist's
certificate enabled him at once to earn a
considerable income, while the articled
clerk had to travel a long way before be
earned anything. The Treasurer argued
that the £10O dutyV was imposed on the
latter because of the special knowledge
required. Did the payment ensure that
the boy had that knowledge? On the
contrary, did not the fee often prevent
poor parents from entering promising
boys in the legal profession? Against
some of the duties it might be difficult
to argue specifically; but Dot s0 with
this one, when compared with the duty
of 59. on articles of apprenticeship. For
the articled clerk's £10 duty no justifica-
tion had been attempted by Ministers.
Members who desired that any profession
should be open to any promising boy
must agree with the amendment.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes
Noes4

Majority
.ATr.

Mr. Bat],
Mr. Bolton
Mr. unil
Mr. Halt...n
Mr. Hicks
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Lynch
Mr. Seddan
Mr. Taylor
Mr. War
Xr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. Troy (Teller).

.. ... ... 22

against ..
Nos.

Mr. Barnett
Mr. Drabber
Mr. Brown
Mr. nutcher
Mr,. Cowcher
Mr. IDavies
Mr. Eddy
Mr. Ewing
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Gregory
Mr. Hayward
Mr. Keenan.
Mr. Male
Mr. Michbell
Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. S. V. Moore
Mr. Please
Mr. Price
Mr. Smnith
Mr. Voryord
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hardwick (

9

'eller).

Amendment thus negatived.
THE TREASURER moved an amend-

ment, that the following be added to
paragraph (b): --

Receipt of master or mate, coastwise, taken
in lieu of bill of lading, for goods not exceed-
ing half a ton, weight or measurement, 3d.

MR. S. F. MOORE: The amendment

proposed to treat similarly coastal and
foreign hills of lading;" whereas the
former should be treated more liberally.
He muoved that all the words after

" lading," in the amendment, be struck
out.

THE TREASURER: The hon. mem-
ber's farther amendment would leave the
law as it stood, and coastwise bills of
lading would continue to bear a duty of
Is. The present Act provided for this;
but owing to the presence of the words
"1for goods exported," a doubt arose
whether goods sent coastwise could be
deemed to be "exported." Hence, on the
second reading he expressed his intention
of striking out these words, thus insuring
that all bills of lading should bear a
shilling stamp. A northern member,
however, pointed out that North-West
residents were in the habit of ordering
small pateels of goods from Perth andd
Fremantle, and on such parcels it would be
hard to inflict ashilling stamp duty; hence
the amendment reducing the duty to 3d.
He failed to see why the Timber Combine,
shipping 100 loads of timnber to the North-
West, should not pay Is. duty the same
as if shipping 100 loads to another part
of the world; and he failed to se why
coal proprietors should not pay Is. duty
on 150 tons of coal sent along the coast.
The object of the amendment was to pro-
tect people in getting small domestic or
trade supplies, and to assist those in the
North-West or at any port along our
coast.

MR. S. F. MOORE: Then let the weight
be one ton.

THE TREASURER: This was a very
small charge. What was 3d. on hale a
ton of iron, or Is. on a ton of ironP

MR. S. F. MOORE: Then keep it
at Is.

THE: TREASURER: That would be
good fgr the Treasury' , but there was no
desiie to be harsh on the small man.
The member for Irwin evidently did not
want people residing in the North-West
to get small parcels taken up by steamers
at a cheap rate. If we left it at is.. a
person getting a suit of clothes up by
steamer would need to pay Is. stamp
duty on the parcel. The duty should be
3d. on such a parcel.

MR. BUTCHER: There was no desire
to increase tho taxation or to inflict any,
farther burden on the people in the
North-West. There was a desire to see
the duty reduced and the measurement
increase d to a ton, because half a ton was
a very small measurement. By increas.
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ing the measurement it would not be
conceding much.

MR, BOLTON. The memaber for irwin
would not obtain the object he sought,
because the effect of the amendment
would be to make the charge Is. for
every parcel. Apparently the bon. mem-
ber had moved th amendinent without
taking notice of the proposal of the
Treasurer to make the charge 3d. for
packages measuring under half a ton.
The duty of Is. was well enough for per-
sons dealing largely in heavy goods, but
some persons had La send to Perth from
the North-West for l~lbs. of potatoes,
and it was not fair to charge Is. stamp
ditty on such small parcels. The pro-
piosal of the Treasurer was very fair.

MR. MALE: The intention of the
member for Irwin had been mnisunder-
stood. It was to improve on the Trea-
surer's amendment by making the charge
3d. for all receipts for cargo along the
coast. He (Mr. Male) was pleased the
Treasurer had made some concession,
but he regretted the Minister had not
seen his way clear to go as far as the
member for Irwin wish~ed. The prin-
ciple of penalisiug shippers on the coast
was unfair, and it was not by any means
an equitable tax, reople living inland
had goods sent by rail without paying
any stamp duty; h ut because persons
unfortunately lived along the coast, beyond
the range of railway communication, they
were penalised by a stamp duty on every
consignment, which was hardly an
encouragement to people to settle in
the North. Rather it was a handicap.
The old stamp duty imposed a. tax of 3d.
on all receipts for cargo measuring half
a ton. Now that 3d. was to be raised to
Is. In fairness to the settlers in the
North-West, the Treasurer should recon-
sider the matter, and if not able to reduce
the duty to 3d. on all Cons rignments, he
might extend to one ton the measurement
on 'which 3d. would be the duty.

Mn. B4Tn:! The duty of Is. might be
evaded by dividing thbe tonnage into
more than one parcel.

'AI. MALE: That would hardly be
the ease, because the ship would -charge

for the additional bills of laing that
would be necessary.

Amendment (Mr. S. F. Moore's) put
and negatived.

* Mn. BUTCHER moved an amend-
ment on the Treasurer's amendment-

That the words "halfa" be struck out, and
'one " inserted in lieu.

*The object was to extend the exemption
of the Is. duty to goods measurinig one
ton, instead of half a ton, as mentioned
in the paragraph sought to be included
in the Bill by the 'Treasurer. It would
be a little concession to the small people
living in coastal towns.

MR. TAYLOR: The argtunents put
forward by those representing the North-
West were hardly strong enough. If
t.hose interested would wake a clean
breast of the matter and say this was for
the benefit of the traders, members could
understand ther-amendment. Half a ton
was no small package. Members would
facilitale people in every part of the
State getting comforts for their homes;

*but to make the measurement a ton was
more than the suit of clothes mentioned
previously, and was purely a matter for

*traders. There certainly was no reason
why the people in the North-West
should be taxed because they got their
goods by water, when we did not tax
people getting goods by rail, thougha of
course it was infinitely more costly to

Set goods by rail than by water; but the
ommittee should not vote for the

increase in the measurement with the
belief that it was for the benefit of
settlers. The amendmnent was not in the
interest of the settlers, but was in the
interest of traders who wanted to get a
ton of stuff exempt from paying Is.
stamp duty.

Ma. BUTCHER: The hon. member
was not open to conviction, therefore it
was I no use explaining the amendment
for his benefit. But the hon. member
bad been talking about a subject of which
he k-new absolutely nothing. if thehon.
member knew adiything about trading in
the North-West he would know how
useless a. ton of goods would be to the
trader. The traders had their stuff
forwarded in scores of tons at a time.
The people he wished to protect were
Governmert officials living in the dif-
ferent ports, who liked to get their
parcels of fruit or vegetables up. It was
not the traders at all. The amount Was
reasonable and just, and every person
who had been to the Noele wouild say
that.

Stamp Bill : [96 JL;Ly, 1906.]
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MR. BOLTON: The iieiber for
Mt. Margaret did not know what he was
talking about. It had been the 1)ratice
up to the present time to charge 3d. for
any small1 parcel, and it was a mistake
that the amount for a parcel should be
increased to Is. We wished to revert to
the formner charge. It was only nces-
sary to send a pair of wheels to the
North to be over half a ton weight or
measurement, and it was for the ship to
say whether the weight or measurement
was taken, and the stamp duty was paid
according to the ship's measurement.

Tim THEA SURER : So many goods
wvere carried by measurement that it was
impossible to get the dead weight; there-
fore the Committee shouldi not strike out
the word "1measurement." If we altered
the amount to one ton the Government
would lose rvvenue. and we wanted every
penny of revenue we could possibly
collect. Not so many pairs of wheels
were sent tu the North as members
thought, and if they were sent, then Is.
should be paid on them.

Mnz. TAYLOR: The monthly Statis-
tical Abstract, which the Treasurer the
other evening said was not a reliable
document--

THE: TRaEAsuRER: Nothing of the kind
was said hr him. Look at Haniward.

Mn. TAYLOR: We had to take the
Abstract as correct, nd it gave the total
tiports at the various ports during
1904-5 as follow :-Carnarvon, £6,033
ini twelve months; Port Hedland, £6,486 ;
Derby, £4,202; Onslow, £4,442; Wynd-
ham. £22,498 ;' Dougarra, £146.

Mn. S, F. Mooas: That was not cor-
rect.

Ma. TAYLOR: There was another
mnember who questioned the accuracy of
the figures. Every assistance should be
given to help) the people up North. He
would not assist to hielp the Treasurer by
increasing the duty. There was no desire
to prevent rpipe in the Worth -West from
getting their supplies as cheaply as pos-
sible; at the same time bhe was strongly
of opinion that as far as the small people
in the North-West were concerned, that
section of the community would he met
by the proposal of the Treasurer. A ton
measurement 'was more than a small
parcel.

Mu. HAYWARD: The member for
Xt. Margaret, in reading out the returns,

had misled the Hlouse, perhaps uninten-
tionally. These imports did not apply to
coastwise trade at all.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes .. .. ... 16
Noes .. .. .. 20

Majority against ..
Aru.

Mr. Bath
Mir. Bolton
Mr. Butc.her
Mr. Cowohler
Mr. Gul
Mr. Hayward
Mr. roran
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Jenson
Mr. Male
Mr. S. F. Moore
Xr. Please
Mr. Seaua
Mr. Walker
Mr. Ware
Mr. Troy (Teller).

4

Mr. Davies
Mr. BSddye
Mr. Ewwvr
Mr. Gordon
Mr. Gregoy

Mr. W.t~r~
Mr. Keenrwu
Mr. Lynch
Mr. Mitchell
Mr: N. J. Moore
Mr. Price
Mr. Smith
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Veryard
Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. F. W;lson
Mr. ilszdwnk (Teller).

Amendment (Mr. Butcher's) thus
negatived; the Treasurer's amendment
passed.

The TREASURER moved an amend-
mut-

That paragraphs (c.) and (df.) be struck out,
and th e following inserted in lieu :- (c.) U nder
the heading 'Conveyance or Transfer," after
the word "Property" the following words are
inserted; (" except any scrip or shares of any
imcorporated mining company carrying on thei
business of mining within the State.") Als",
after line 6, a paragraph is inserted as follows:
-Transfer on sale of any scrip or share certi-
ficate of any incorporated mining company
carrying on the business of mining within the
State, id.

Amendment passed.
On farthei motion by the TREAjURERt,

a paragraph added as follows-
(e') Under the heading " Policy of Insur-

ance on any vessel," all the words and figures
from the word " Policy '" to "and see Sections
67-69 " inclusive, are struck out.

Clause asj amended agreed to.
New Clause:-
TanF TREASURER moved that the

following he added as a clause-
Amtendment of Section 23.-Section twenty-

three of the principal Act is hereby amended
by inserting after the word " unnecessary," in
line twenty -two, the words "and on payment
by the applicant of such fee as may be pre-
scribed by regulation which the Governor is
hereby athorised to make."

Clause agreed to.

[ASSE-MBLY.1 in contoniffee,
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New Clause:
Ms. TAYLOR (in absence of Mr.

Collier) moved that the following be
added as a clause.

The funds of any registered friendly society
axe hereby exempt from the provisions of this
and the principal Act.
He did not think the Treasurer would be
too anxious to enforce taxation of friendly
societies, because they paid those who
were injured or ill, in many. cases he
believed weekly amounts; the amount in
some societies being 30s. a week.

THE TREASURER: If this clause
were tarried, friendly societies would be
exempt from all taxation under this
measure or the principal Act.

MR. SOADDAN: The lion, member re-
ferred to the contributions of members.

THE TREASURER: That was not
specified.

Mn. ScADDAN4: No; but that was the
idea. It -was a matter of f ramning a new
clause.

Taim TREASURER could not framne a.
dlew clause on the spur of the moment- to
meet the idea of the hoa. member.

Mic. BATH: The idea of the hon,
member was that in case of receipts for
the 'contributions of members, the friendly
societies should be exempt from the
stamp duty. The clause was somewhat
comprehensive as it stood, and if the
Minister gave an opportunity on recom-
mittal, a clause might be drafted to meet
the specific desire the hon. member bad.
in his mind.

THE TREASURER: Was it Of so Much
importance? Did not the bulk of the
friendly societies pay their sums in
amounts under £2?P

MR. BATHf: No ;often they let the
amount run on.

Tnm TREASURER: How many would
get the benefit, if the request made wero
acceded to?

MR. BATH:- Then there was the re-
ceipt of sick pay, for instance.

M9s. TAYLOR: That was what he (Mr.
Taylor) was atiming at.

TanE TREASURER: If they paid
more than £2, was it not becalise they
had fallen into arrears ?

Mn. TAYLOR: No. Payments might
be made fortnightly. Hie understood the
member for Boulder desired to relieve
members of friendly societies who had
fallen ill and were receiving sick pay

which they would have to give a receipt
for. Sometiiiiei they were away at Perth,
and the money would be sent from Kal-
goorlie.

THE Tng&suxnn: They could give two
receipt%, and not one, f LW the whole.

Ma. TAYLOR thought it would be
better if we could exempt these people.

MEL. SCADDAN: Moneys -received
from the members of friendly societies

Fwere included in the exemptions, but he
understood the object of the member for
Boulder was that members who received

Isick pay should also be exempt. We
could amnend the Act so that pay nents to
or from any of these societies' members
would be exempt.

Clause put and negatii'ed.
THE TREASURER: Any member had

Ia. right to move for recommittal. When
we saw th e clau se the h on. mem ber wished
to draft, we could come to a dlecision as
to whether we could agree to it or not.

Title:
On maption by the TnKsa5UER, the Title

amended, describing the measure as an
Act to further amend the Stamp Act
1882 and to amend the Stamp Act
Amendment Act, 18V5.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL-LEGAL PRACTIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT.
RECOMMITTAL.

On mnotion by t he ATTORN EY GE9NERAL.
Bill recommitted for amendments.

New Clause:
Ma. TROY moved that. the following

be added as a clause:-
Any person who, before or during his ser-

vice under articles has taken the degree of
Biahelor of Laws or of Arts at any university

Irecognised by the Board in the United King.
dom or any part of the Com monw eal th of Aus.

Itralia or of New Zealand shall, after serving
term of Articles for three years, be admitted

to practise as a barsesolicitor, attorney,
a~nd proctor.

IHe desired to liberalise the measure in a
sense, and to bring it into conformity

Iwith the Acts existing in the other States
Iand in other portions of the British
Idomin ions. The parent Act provided
that any person who possessed the degree
of bachelor of laws might, after serving a
term of three years' articles, be admitted
to the bar;- and since the degree of
bachelor of arts was very similar to the

*degree of bachelor of laws, -he wanted

[N Juuy, 1906.]Staini) Bill.
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to have that inserted also, so that any
person who gained this degree either
before he became articled or during the
services of his ternm might be entitled,
after passing the law examinations, to be
admitted as at barrister or solicitor.
Either of the degrees could be obtained
in this State, because every year there
were exami nations held under the patron-
age of the Adelaide University.

TnnE ATTORNEY GENERAL: A
wide distinction must be drawn between
the degree of bachelor of jaws and that
of bachelor of arts. A person who had
tile degree of bachelor of laws obtained
it largely through his knowledge of law;
whereas a person who took the degree of
bachelor of arts obtained it purely and
simply through his kuowkvdge of ordinary
subjects, somne of these being entirely
remote fromn the consideration of law.
One could - get the degree of bachelor
of 'arts through knowledge of modern
languages, and even through artistic
knowledge which some of us indulged
in with regard' to classical Matters.
The principal Act provided that a bachelor
of laws could be admitted after serving
three years' articles, conmplying with the
rules, and passing examinations. The
amend went was most irregular; and even
if it were wise, the mover should have
sought to iniiert it in the proper sub-
section of the principal Act. As it stood,
the amendment would provide that any
bachelor of arts who served a term of
articles would thereupon become a bar-
Tister. This would override the principal
Act, and enable men to gain admission
without examination. The Bill dealt with
but one section of the community, the
managing clerks; and if we extended it to
deal with articled clerks, we should open,
a door that would be bard to shut.

MR. HUDSON agreed with much said
by the Attorney General. For the legal
profession educational qualifications were
essential. The amendment would lead
to great confusion in the principal Act
and its amendments. If the mover at-
telijpted personally to take both the LLB.
and the B.A. degrees, he would ascertain
the great difference between them. The
subjects studied for a B-A. degree had
nothing to do with law, and in some
universities did not include even logic.

MR. TROY: Between the two degrees
the distinction was slight. At Oxford

and Cambridge the LL.B. degree was
never taken. The amendment would
brfg our law into conformity with that

ofthe Eastern States, where the term of
articles was for a bachelor of arts reduced
to three years. Why place greater hard-
ships and restrictions on our law students
then were placed on law students in other
States ? The result was that&a South Ana-
tralian student who could be admitted to
the bar of that State after taking his B.A.
degree and serving three years' articles,
came here and was, after six months,
-admitted to lpractise with, Western Aus-
tralian barristers who had served for five
years. If this policy were pursued, all
our legal talent would be imported from
the East.. Why not allow our students
the advantages of tme liberal conditions
enjoyed in the sister Staites and New
Zealand, as well as throughout the
Empire ?' Would the Attorney General
alter the amendment so as to lput it in

order AnonNry GENERAL: No.

Amendment put and negatived.
New Clause-Degrees konorzs cansa:
Tas ATTORNEY GENERAL moved

that the following be added as a clause:
The B~arristers' Board may present to any

person, honoris cause, a certificate entitling
him to be admitted a practitioner, notwith-
standing that such person shall not have com-
plied with the provisions of the principal Act
or any Act amending the same, in respect of
the qunalifications therein prescribed as neces-
sary for such admission~or in respect of any of

such qualifications. Provided that no person
so admitted sball be entitlud, by reasion of such
admission, to engage himself in the practice or
discharge of mny legal business for reward, or
to appear as counsel or solicitor in any cause,
matter, or suit in any court of civil or criminal
jurisdiction in Western Australia.

This power was enjoyed by all the bodies
entitled to confer legal degrees in the old
country. In these bodies the jurisdiction
was inherent; whereas our board was
appointed by statute. lIt might be desir-
able to extend to distinguished visitors
the compliment of degrees )zonoris causa;
and such degrees were purely honorary.

MRt. WALKER: Was not the motion
rather outside the scope of the Bill?

TiffE ATTIORNEY GENERAL: Yes;
and that he had already admitted. But
this was Dot an operative clause. It did
not admit or reject any candidate, and it
was almost formal.

.[ASSESIBLY.] Bill, Recommillat.
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Mx. A. J. WILSON: The clause was
an innovation. On what grounds would
the degrees he conferred ? If it were
desired to honour the gentleman
mentioned the othor night by the mem-
her for Claremont (Mr. Foulkes). the
Banristers' Board might find means of
doing so without moving the whole
machinery of Parliament.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: None
could forecast the circumstances in which
the board would grant an honorary
degree. If a solicitor or barrister of high
standing in the East came here as a
visitor and was entertained by the board,
by the profession, or by the Judges, the
circumstances might warrant the grant-
ing of a degree, which was looked on as a
high compliment. Such degrees were
given only to distinguished strangers, or
to distinguished statesmen who had
earned them.

MR. HuDSON : In this State were Ronic
doctors honoris causa.

TuE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes;
and one of them, who wats famous, might
possibly accept this degree from the
board.

MR. A. J. WILSON: The member
for Claremont originally proposed this* as
a means of admitting to the profession
anyone who had for five years been
Registrar of the Supreme Court.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: That p~ro-
posal had. been rejected by the Govern-
ment.

MR. A. J. WILSON: Was that to be
the reason for passing the new clause ?

Question put and negatived.
Bill farther reported without amenud-

ment, and the report adopted.

At 6130, the SvnmKE left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

MOTION-COLLIE COAL INDUSTRY, TO
ADOPT RECOMMENDATIONS.

Debate resumed from the 18th July,
on the motion by Mr. Ewing, " That the
recommendations contained in Dr. Jack's
report upon the Collie Coal Industry
should be given effect to by the Govern-
ment."

MR. T. HAYWARD (Wellington):
I wish to say but few words on the
motion. In advocating the adoption of
Dr. Jack's report, it must be borne in
mind that he was quite impartial and

that he arrived at his conclusions after
seven months' serious consideration. I
wish to refer to two paragraphs of his
report which bear particularly on this
question. In paragraph 92, Dr. Jack
states that ores and concentrates of
different values are carried at rates
according to their value, and he argues
that coal is an ore of beat and power
and therefore should be carried in accord-
ace with its value as compared with
Newcastle coal. The force of that argu-
ment must be apparent to every member.
It is a very impartial and correct state-
ment to make. It is very evident that if
Collie coal is to be carried at the same
rate as and in competition with New-
castle coal, it is not given a fair chance.
I think this recommendation should be
carried out, and if it were it would
greatly assist the industry. The recomn-
mendation in paragraph 107 is that if
the rate of carriage for Newcastle coal is
fixed at two-thirds of a penny per ton,
the rate for Collie coal should be a half-
penny. The report also states that it
would be observed thiat when the haUlagQ
rates are two-thirds of a penny and one
halfpenny per ton respectively, 10s. per
ton was an equitable price for Collie. coal.
based upon a price for Newcastle coal
quoted at Fremantle of 15s. 4d. per ton.
The case has been clearly put by the
member for Collie, and I hope members
will take the recommendations of Dr.
Jack into serious consideration, and that
the G4overnment will feel it to he their
duty to adopt the report as has been pro-
p)osed. It is only fair to the Comle and
to thti State generally that these recom-
mendations should be carried out. In
relation to the question of the use of
local coal on the railways, it was stated
before the commission that the Comn-
missioner of Railways in Victoria was
prepared to pay 2s. per ton over and
above its commercial value for Victorian
coal for the sake of having a coal-mining
industry in that State; and I think that
applies equally to this State. I do not
need to say more than that I hope the
Government will see their way to carry
out the reconmmendations of Dr. Jack.

Ma. H. E. BOLTON (North Fre-
mantle) : I wish at the outset to assure
the hon. member for Collie and other
hon. members that while my remarks
may be somewhat opposed to this motion,

Coal Industry : [26 JuLY, 1906.]
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I do not intend exactly opposing it. But
I think it only right that at least both
Bides of the question should he placed
before the House; and having had some
little experience of this local commodity,
I feel it my duty to put before members
just a few matters in connection there-
with. I do not intend, to make any
lengthy remarks. I do not think the
matter really calls for lengthy remarks.
I listened very carefully to the member
for Collie, and I have refreshed my
memory since then; but I feel somehow
that I hardly know what the bon. mem-
ber really wants, unless it be that he
considers the whole crux of the question
lies in the amount of the freights
charged for the carriage of the coal from
the pit's mouth to the distant dep~ts of
the Ra ilway Department. If that be it,
it is, in my opLion, more a matter for the
administration of the Railway Depart-
ment than for discussion in this House;
but if the hon. member was working
graduall y up to that point, he used a good
in any arguments, notabtv that of the calor-
ific value of Collie coal as compared with
Newcastle, which give one the right to
enter into the disabilities, if they may be
so termed, existing in regard to Collie
coal, and which really belong to it. For
instance, members are not aware of the
real cost of this coal to the State. I do
not want my remarks to be misconstrued;
I am not running down the Collie coal by
any means. I have used a good deal of
it, and in some cases I have found it an
excellent coal, but in other instances I
have found it not fit to tip into the sea,
and not fit to be put on any locomotive
tender. Members may remember that
before Collie coal could be used on our
locomotives with any success it was found
necessary to alter the pattern of the
grates. That meant that the fire-bars, in
order to burn this coal, ha to be made
on a d ifferent pattern, very much wider in
the spaces. In addition to that, it was
also found necessary, mainly I believe
in the interests of our agricultural friends,
to put special funnels on the locomotives
at considerable cost. These funnels were
not successful because they failed to
answer the purpose for which money had
been expended on them. If they did
arrest the sparks, they usually arrested
the engine and the train as well, and if
they were found to be inconvenient in

running the train they were allowed to
get into a loose way, which allowed not
only the train to proceed on its way but
the sparks also, and as many sparks were
emitted as if no mioney had been expended
on these funnels. I maintain, notwith-
standing that the coal has a great deal to
recommend it, as the member represent-
ing the district has told us-and even
now the department is using a greater
proportion of it, some 79 per cent. I
believe-still it should be pointed out
that the cost of the alteration of the
grates and funnels, or smoke-stacks, of
the locomotives should really be debited
to Collie coal. There is not the least
doubt that but for Collie coal these alter-
ations would not have been necessary,
though if the alterations carried out ha~d
been successful, the cost, for th sake of
a local industry, would have been justi-
fled. I will go so far as to say that, but
I believe that a much larger sum was
spent on those so-called improvements
than was necessary; and if that sum
were debited to Collie coal, as it should
be, the coat of that coal to the State
would be very much higher than some
members think. Then I would farther
point out that there is, in many in-
stances, more expenditure in connec-
tion with Collie coal than would be
incurred with Newcastle coal. 'When
Collie coal was first used, Newcastle coal
was thou in general use, but *n a few
engines Collie co'al1 was used, not e-xactly
for testing purposes; but notwithstand-
ing there was no officer appointed to ride
on the locomotive to test the coal, a, given
quantity of coal was eked out to each
engine and a careful computation was
kept by the department. It was found
almost impossible at the time of which I
speak to break the coal with the small
hammers supplied to those engaged on
the engines. The member for Collie
could bear me out in this, although be
smiles. It was found necessary to first
of all break the coal on the coal stage
before putting it on the locomotive. Not
only could it not be broken, but it used
b) fly into small pieces in a manner most
dangerous to the men and to the safety
of the gauge glasses and other breakables
on the foot-plate. From that date to
the present it has been necessary to
engage an additional staff to break the
Collie coal from the big sizes in which it
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is delivered, to the ordinary size in which
Newcastle coal is delivered to the engines.
If you put Collie coal on the tenders or
in the bunkers, which is worse, it is im-
possible to break it in time to use it.
So it was found necessary to employ
additional hands to break it up. Also
if the coal is handled in its green state
there is a good deal of slack. It was
found necessary to screen it before putting
it on the engines. This all goes to
show the additional labour necessary to
handle this coal, the cost of which dues
not show in the cost of the coal to the-
State. If all this is taken into considera-
tion, it will at least let the Government
see that Collie coal has bad a fair chance
up to now. Then, again, there is a. eon-
siderable loss of weight in transit. It has
been proved beyond doubt--and even Dr.
Jack admits it-that if it takes, as it
does unfortunately, four or five or six
days for a truck of coal to go from Collie
to, say, Kalgoorlie or Menzies-and
delays are necesary sometimes-there is
a considerable loss, no matter what you
do, in that coal. Its exposure to the
atmosphere has a deteriorating effect;
and if the truck were weighed on leaving
the mine at Collie and carefully guarded
all the way to Kalgoorlie-if it took
four or five days on the journey-and
then weighed again at Kalgoorlie, it
would surprise members to know the
loss in transit. There is another diffi-
culty, to my mind the most serious of
all: and if the member for Collie can
see any way out of this difficulty, be will
not only do as great a service to the
State as5 Dr. Jack did, hut even greater
service. If I remember rightly, the bon.
member in discussing Dr. Jack's report
considered that Dr. Jack was heaven-
sent, that he had dlone such a service to
the State as no other man ever did
before. And now when I agree with the
hon. member, he disputes that Dr. Jack
did a service to the State. The difficulty
I refer to is this. If it were possible for
the daily supply of Collie coal to arrive
at the different dep~ts and the supply
could be used daily, there would be no
complaints as to Collie coal : the evil
would be removed, and the difficulty
which uow arises daily would disappear-
But what do we find? The difficulty
is this, that the mines have a certain
output per day, and I speak with some

little knowledge as I was stationed at
that dep~t for some time and know that a
certain output takes place daily ; and
although the coal is consigned from
Collie every day, the first stage, is to
Brunswick Junction. At this Junction,
which is passed by the Bun bur 'Y traffic,
there is not always room for half or a
small percentage of the coal to be taken
on, there is not roomn on the train which
has a certain tonnage to haul, and there
is not sufficient room on the train to haul
the coal. I an' explaining that if a train
leaves Bunbury fully loaded or nearly
full, it is impossible for that train to
take up several trucks of coal, or the
train would be overloaded from Bruns-
wick Junction. Members can see that.
There is a loco-dep~t at Collie, and that
dep~t sends locomotives to Brunswick
and back, tbe homeward trip be'ing done
with empty trucks. If so many loaded
trucks are left at Brunswick to be for-
warded to their destination, which in all
eases but one is to the capital, the excep-
tion being the Bunbury end, it is not
possible for a train to take on all
the coal. The member says that it is
not the fault of the coal. Who said it
was? I am dealing with the disabilities
under which the coal labours, and if the
bon. member can remove those disabilities
so much the better for the Collie coal.
This tonnage is sometimes more than the
engine can haul, so that the coal has to
remain at Brunswick Junction. The coal
is taken as far as Picton Junction, where
again there is a, branch from Greenbushes,
and the trains are often overloaded there.
The coal is left at Picton. From there it
goes to Pinjarrab, where all trains are
reduced and the coal is left at Pinjearrab.
The trains which are following cannot
make room for thbe coal left at Pinjarrab,
so that it has to remain there. The coal
is carried from Pinjarrah to Perth, and
by the time it reaches Perth it sometimes
happens it is two or three days from the
time it left Collie until it reaches Perth.
Members know the alteration of grade at
Midland Junction, which causes the loads
to Ib, congiderably reduced. It takes
generally a week, sometimes more, for
coal to get to Kalgoorlie. I may tell
the member for Collie I have bad a
look through Dr. Jack's report; I have
not digested it as much as he has done,
and I must compliment him on his know-
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ledge of that report, which is very
voluminous and takes a, deal1 of time to
digest., The coal takes a week to get to
Kalgoorlie, and according to a section of
Dr. Jack's report if this coal could be
used in two days there would be no com-
plaints or loss through deterioration or
exposure to the atmosphere. I can
absolutely *bear out thaf statement from
my own personal and practical knowledge.
If the coal could be used within two days
of mining there would be no trouble with
the coal. But it is not possible to get it
to Kalgoorlie under existing arrange-
mena under a week. Dr. Jack's state-
mnents go to prove that. When the coal
reaches Kalgoorlie it is not worth much.
If the member for Collie can get better
arrangements for the transit of this coal
he will overcome one of the greatest
disabilities it labours under. .I am
inclined to think instead of the meum-
her hanging round the one point
of a reduction of freights, if he could
arrange for the Governmnt to allow the
coal to get to its destiuation inna far shorter
time, he need not ask for a reduction of
freights, because the usual practice -
and I speak now again from local know.
ledge-in Kalgoorlie is to use the coal
that comes first to baud, and not the
coal that comes last. It will be recog-
nised at once that it is not possible to
forward a day's supply day by day,
therefore it is necessary for Kalgoorlie to
keep at least from 120 tons to 180 tons
of Collie coal on hland. This coal is kept
on hand in a heap, and it would become
absolutely useless in a few mouths, not
fit not on~ly for locomotive purposes, but
not fit for anything at all, except for the
duststorms to blow it away when it goes
to powder. Collie coal being used daily,
the department use' the coal in the heap
as it stands, and as the coal1 comes it is
placed at the cnd of the heap. it
naturally follows that a fortnight may
elapse before coal is used, and in a fort-
night the coal begins to go bad. We
know of the case of a fire at Kalgoorlie
where spontaneous cornbustion took place,
and at Southern Cross.

MR. HORAxN: There was no spon-
taneous combustion at all. It took fire,
not from spontaneous combustion.

MR. BOLTON: If it is a matter of a
technical term, the member can follow me
and give the House an explanation of the

fire. The department spent a good deal
of money trying to trace the origin of
that fire, and perhaps the member will be
able to toll the House and the depart-
went how it occurred. I only know the
department tried to find out the orgin of
that fire. It is not possible to use the
coal when fresh mined. If it were
possible, all tile disabilities under which
Collie coal laboura would be removed.
Until such time as the department, I was
going to say wakens up and agrees to
hasten the transit of the coal, it is no
use people talking of a reduction of
f reigh ts. If freights were reduced
according to the calorific value of the
coal-

MR. Eww~o: We are not asking for a
reduction.

MR. BOLTON: Then'I have to admit
that after all I have listened to and read,
I do not know what the'member for
Ocilie wants. What is the necessity for
the motion ? I take the opportunity of
saying thatt when I inaterjected during his
speech he said, " My word, the hon. mem-
her for North Fre mantle has grasped it
at last." Evidently he was too previous,
for I have not grasped it, and I do not
know when I shall grasp it. I know how
the motion reads and what it entails. It
deals principally with Dr. Jack's report.
If the member says I am wrong in saying
that it asks for a reduction of f reights,
or preferential rates, then I do not know
what the motion means. If it were
possi ble to u se the coal when f resh mnined,
then I think the member for Collie and
the people of Collie would have no cause
to complain. At present that ist not
possible. And there seems to be no
immediate reason for believing that it
will ever be possible to export coal.
That being so I cannot understand why
the people of Collie do not work up a
private trade. I cannot understand why
the Government should use 79 per cent.
of the coal that is mined at Collie, and
that the Government should be the only
mulch cow. To put it in other words,
why is it that a bigger percentage of this
coal cannot be used outside the Govern-
msent service if the Loal is so good ? I am
not saving it is, and I am not going
to say it is not. I have used Collie
coal exclusively for ten months on the
South -Western traffic, when practieally,
there was no Newcastle coal used. Y
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used this coal on my locomotive, and it.
gave satisfaction to myself as a driver,
although the hon. member will say that
the drivers opposed the use of Collie coal,
and were the greatest enemies of it.

MR. EWING: So they did.
MR. BOLTON: I used it, and I am

not going to -say that Collie coal is as
good as Newcastle coal, or that it ever
will be. But if the coal is so good as the
hon, member says, and on which the lion.
member asks the Government to adopt
the report of Dr. Jack, why cannot he
convintce the people outside the Railway
Department that it is so good?

MR. EWING: The private trade is
increasing every day.

MR. BOLTON: Then I am quite
satisfied that up to the present time the
Government have given every chance to
this coal, and that no farther concessions
should be sought by* the Collie coal pro-
prietors, or those interested in the
industry.

MRn. EWING:± We are not asking for
concessions..

MR. TRoy: What are you asking for?
MR. BOLTON: I do not know what

the hon. member is asking for. The
Government have treated the Collie coal
fairly up till now, and provided the coal
owners are increasing their private trade,
I believe the industry will advance at
Collie. The hon. member said according
to the calorific value-he was then dew_-
ing with a remark of the member for
Ivanhoe on the different grades of ore
according to the different rates of freight
- said Newcastle coal being equal to
14,000 units roughly. and Collie coal to
my knowledge being 9,000 units to
11,000 units, which I think a fair and
liberal estimate, for it does not exceed
11,000 units, he would claim that New-
castle coal should pay a higher freight
than Collie coal. I cannot quite agree
with him. I do not want to openly
oppose the member altogether, but I do
not see how it would pay the Commis-
sioner of Railways to carry, say, 15
trucks of Collie coal loaded to their full
capacity, cheaper or as cheap as it would
pay himn to carry 11 trucks of Newcastle
coal, when he can get the same results
from 11 trucks of Newcastle coal as from
12 to 15 trucks of Oollie coal. It would
cost the Commissioner more to haul 15
wagons from Collie than to haul 12 trucks

of Newcastle coal from Fremantle, taking
it from the ship's side to the pit's mouth ;
and I think that explains a good deal of
the opposition or antagonism between
the Commissioner of Railways and the
member for Collie. The Commissioner
for Railways looks at it from a commer-
cial point of view. He says, "If I can
get Newcastle coal to generate sufficient
steam for a certain number of engines
and so many wagons for so many tons,
it pays me to do that rather than to
have to double the wagons and the haul-
ing power to the fields from the pit's
mouth." I do not blame the hon. mem-
ber for endeavouring to get this Govern-
ment or any other Government to adopt
the report of Dr. Jack-; but the motion
does not go far enough. It is not suffi-
ciently explanatory of what be means to
adopt. I should not have taken this line
in my concluding remarks, but for the
fact that I do not k-now exactly what the
member for Collie wants.

MR. EWING: Have you not read the
report?

MR. BOL4TON: I have read some
portions of the report. I have picked out
what interests me; and I expected the
gentleman representing that industry
and that centre, knowing lie would deiil
with the subject, to put the matter more
clearly. I have carefully listened to him
and have since read the speech. I thought
at first that he had put it clearly, but by
his interjection I find I atn on the wrong
track. I do not know what he wants by
this motion, except that Dr. Jack's report
be adopted by this Government. That is
very easy; but if the adoption means at
reduction of freights or preferential rates,
this Government has not the power to
grant them.

MR. EWING: Not preferential rates.
Mn. BOL.TON: If it means that the

price of coal is to be increased and that
the Government will have to pay more
than they are doing now, the Govern-
ment will have to think twice before
adopting the suggestion. The only thing
which has been put in consists of a
quotation of a section or several sections
of Dr. Jack's report. I want once more
to explain why I speak on this occasion.
This is not the first time a similar
motion, perhaps not dealing with Dr.
Jack's report but asking for a Royal
Comniission and dealing generally with
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the Collie coal industry, has come befbre
this House. I have refrained since I
have been a member from speaking on
the subject, but I deem it necessary to
do so on this occasion with a view not
necessarily of being in opposition to the
motion, but of baring both sides of the
question presented, and hoping with the
member for Collie to have some finality
on the subject.

Tnff MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. Gregory): The motion before
the House is one urging the Government
to give effect to the report made by flr.
Jack; and no doubt that report was a
most valuable one. There is no doubt,
to my mind, that Dr. Jack entered most
exhaustively into the question, and in
dealing with every phase of it he
has placed certain recommendations on
record. In the early stages of his report
he points out to us the great value of
that coalfield. He tells us that., ap-
proximately, there are something like
310.000,000 tons of coal there, and if we
were to consume one million tons per
annum there would be sufficient. to supply
us for 310 years. The question that
arose before the Government a little
time ago was whether we were justified
in assisting this industry. Collie is a
thriving little township with a popula-
lation of 2,500. There has been a, good
deal of Government expenditure with
regard to railwavs, and a large amount
of capital has been invested there. The
average number employed in the last
two years has been 377 miners, and
the approximate wages sheet is some-
thing like £75,000 per annum. We
have produced up to the present 905,000
tons, I may say nearly 1,000,000 tons, to
the value of about .£460,000. 1 think it
was wise on our part to give some assist-
ance to that idustry, because there is
not the slight--st doubt that had we not
done so the industry would have collpsed.
That industry would *have been ruined
and those who had invested their capital
there would have been ruined also. Dr.
Jack in Cluse 24 of his report sni's:

That a coal mining industry is of the great-
eat importance to any country which either is,
or aspires to be, a manufacturing centre is so
obviously true that Governments invariably
endeavour to encourage its development. The
Government of Western Australia has been no
exception to the rule. The Collie coal mines
would probably have remained unopened to

this day had it not been for an undertaking
on the part of the Government to use the out-
put on the railways as far as possible. Even
now, the rail1way consumption amounts to 79
per cent of the whole. The withdrawal of the
railway order would, therefore, involve the
immediate closing of tbe mines, unless the
outside consumption had, in the meantime,
assumed much larger proportions. It must
not be forgotten that a onsiderable amount
of capital has been stink on the faith of the
Government's policy being adhered to.
I think that is a, very interesting phase
of the report, and that it to somne extent
exonerates the Government, not of to-day
but the previous Government's, for the
action they always took with a view to'
promoting that industry. We asked
ourselves the question "Are we justified
in trying to promote that industryv111' I
think it is worth while to consider for a.
few moments what is being done in Vic-
toria. Only recently a. commission wats
appointed there, and it gave a very
exhaustive report in connection with the
coal supplies. One of the most impor-
tant paragraphs says:-

Over two million and a-half tons of coal has
been raised in Gippaland. The freight on
this quantity. calculated at 39. per ton, the
average rate paid, amounted to £40,000. The
additional traffic arising from this production,
estimated at not less than 2s. per ton on the
coal carried, would amount to £250,000, mak-
ing the total in freights £650,000. The reduc-
tion in the price of coal had in no simall
measure been due to the production of Vic-
torian coal. The supplies cost the Railway
Department for the five years prior to 1893 on
the average 1s. 5d. per ton. Since then the
average cost of the 3,378,600 tons supplied had
been 13s. a ton, or a reduction of s. 5d. a ton,
or £9915,037.
1 think that is a very important deduc-
tion made by the Victorian commission,
aud I am quite justified in saying that
but for the Collie output the price of
Newcastle coal here would have been
considerably higher than it is to-day.
Take the reports of that cornmission.
We find the commission recommending
a. bonus of Gd. in addition to the previous
bonus. I do not quite follow the Vic-
torian report, which I have here. Mr.
Hudson in This evidence before the com-
mission stated that the Oommiesioiler's
subsidy on coal from the Outtriin mine
was 3s. lId. per ton; and I presume that,
in addition, there was I s. 8dL per ton as
a Government subsidy. 1 am not certain
whether the Government subsidy is in
addition to what is termed the Commnis-
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sioner's subsidy, because another part of
the report wakes one think that the
subsidy of the Commission is something
like 29. ; soTI find it very difficult to ascer-
tain exactly the extent to which the
Government or the Commissioner of
Railways is subsidlising the Victorian
coal. Theme is no doubt at least that
over 2a. per ton is being paid to the coal
mines in Victoria. There are many other
recommendations here in connection with
the Victorian mines, which at the
present time I do not think it neces-
sary for us to take into consideration.
But I would like to point out that in
addition to the Commissioner's subsidy
the commission recommend that there
should be a. bonus of 6d. per ton, and the
price to be paid by the Commissioner in
Victoria is 12s. 6d. per ton for the better
quality of coal and Ils. 6d. per ton for
the second-class coal . The report gives
the following comparison of the values of
Coals:

Best of New South Wales Goals
Aversa do. .. ..
Juinbunna coal . .-

Outtrim coal .. .. .
Coal Creek coal .. ..

100-
93.45
83'00

76'8

I do not think the best of our coal can
be touch below the percentage of the
Coal Creek coal. I. think we can well,
say that the Western Australian coal
would be equal to about 70 per cent, as
against the Newcastle coal we receive
here.

MR. EWInG: Higher.
THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

I am puttihg it at 70 per cent, to be on
the right side. The Royal Commission
in Victoria state that for that coal they
should receive 12s. Gd. per ton and 6d.
per ton subsidy in addition for the
better class of coal, and for the in-
ferior class of coal Ila. 6d. with a.
subsidy of 6d. per ton. In Western
Australia the prices we are paying-
average about 8s. 3d. to 8s. 9d. per ton.
Members will remember that last year
tenders were called for the supply Of
Collie coal. I do not want to deal in,
any sense with the action of the previous
Government, but when this question
came before us no settlement had been
arrived at. There had been tenders
received by the department, and these
tenders were calculated upon the suc-
cessful tenderer receiving the contract

for the whole of the coal; that is, only
one colliery would be there. The prices
tendered were: Cardiff, 7s. 9d; Pro-
prietary, 8a. 2d.; Collie Burn, 8s. 51d;
and the Co-operative 8s. 10d. per ton.
Our policy all along has been to try and
have competition in connection with these
mines. That is why the railway' was
extended to the Collie Burn and the Collie
Oardiff. We desire to keep up this com-
petition, because I feel satisfied that with
a Little protection for a few years, and
encouraging people to use this coal,
we shall have many manufactonies in
Western A ustralia, and it has been con-
clusively proved that this coal is almost
equal to Newcastle coal for stationary
engines. It has also done some excellent
work in connection with locomotives, but
foratationary engines it hasbeen proved to
be a pretty good coal, and I am hopeful
that in the near future we shall have
many more manufactories than we have
at present, and that the output from that
district will he considerably greater than
it is now. We want if possible to have
a cheap coal here, yet at the same time
we want to assist in the development of
that industry ; therefore we told several
of these collieries that we would give them
a maximum price of 8s. 9d. for the coal
for a period of three years. The coal has
been paid for according to the calorific
value, and the price paid to the Cardiff
mine, owing to its lower calorific value, is
less than that paid to the Co-operative,
which I believe has a higher calorific
value, and at the present time I take a
fair and equitable value of the coal to be
8s. 9d. per ton. Dr. Jack does not agree
with nie in that. He bases the whole of
his argument on another foundation
entirely. We thought we would fix the
best at 8s. 9d. per ton, which was to be
the maximum price, deducting afterwards
according to the calorific value, unless it
was the maximum.

Mn. LYNCH: What about royaltiesP
THm MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

t will come to.them. In addition to pay-
ing the Be. 9d. per ton, we have decided
to remit the royalties for the same period,
no matter whether the coal is supplied to
the railways or to private consumers.
We wish to try to build up the trade. I
explained last session that this remission
will make the price of the coal equal to 9s.
per ton; that is to say, for coal of a
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calorific value of about 10,500 British
thermal unite, the actual price paid by
us, including the royalty, is 9s. per ton,
with deductions afterwards if the calorific
value is lower than that specified. I am
quite satisfied thiat if it were not for the
Collie coal, we should be in a peculiar
predicament. There are shipping com-
bines; and there has recently been a
strike at Newcastle. Very high p~rices
have recently been charged for IN ewcastle
coal1; and I have not th(e slightest doubt
that though the quantity of coal sent to
Western Australia from Newcastle is in-
finitesimal compared with the total out-
put of the Newcastle collieries, yet as we
have to deal with shipping and Other
combines, were it not for our Collie coal
instead of getting Newcastle coal] at
15s. 4d. we should have to pay a much
higher price. In Victoria, the price of
'Newcastle coal, since local coal mines were
opened up, has been reduced by 5s. 5d.
per ton. I have not a. note of the aver-
age price which we pay for Newcastle
coal; but I think I should be on the
right side if I stated its average price to
the West Australian railways at between
l8s. and XI per ton. [Mt. EWING: 22s.]
Lately we have been getting coal fairly
cheap ; but I remember the time when we
paid for it 25s. per ton.

ME, LYNcHr: The Victorian experience
is not conclusive. When Victoria secured
a reduction in price, there was a similar
red action, at the pit's i nou th in Newcastle,

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Probably. The commission credit the
Victorian coal with securing JI0 per
cent. of the reduction. The commission
do not give it the fall credit; but they
add to the reduction the freights paid on
Newcastle coa and find that the Vic-
torian railways have saved nearly a
million pounds. I have just pointed out
that there has been a strike at Newcastle.
Presuming that through a strike no coal
came to Western Australia and we had
no coal mines here, what would be the
position of our railways ? [MR. TA.YLOR
Burning wood.] That would not bena nice
experience for the engine-drivers. The
member for North Fremantle (Mr. Boliton)
would Sil~d his position difficult. I know
that one gold mine in Day Dawn is pre-
pared to take from 1,000 to 2,000 tons
per month of Collie coal, if it can be
brought there at a reasonable rate. The

distauice is great-over 600 miles ; and
this prevenits. the coal from being supplied
as cheaply as wood. If the coal could
be carried a little cheaper there would be
a big demand for it in the Day Dawn
district. In the event of a strike or in
the event of war, we may find our rail-
ways without coal, unless we foster our
local industry. When the tenders came
before Cabinet, we considered that the
industry had been started with a large
amount of capital; that many miners
have made Collie their homne and are
getting their living there; and that
after reading Dr. Jack's report we were
justified in giving the maximum price
of Bs. 9d. per ton for that coal. I was
pleased to-night to hear the recorninenda-
tion of the member for North Fremantle
as to the carriage of Collie coal, iid his
explanation of how it was allowed to de-

Iteriorate th rough not bei ng promptly taken
to its destination. A recommendation of
that sort willI be exceedingly valuable. Asa
lie points out, if special coal trains were

*provided for the conveyance of Collie
coal, and it were takena promptly to the
various dep6ts, the coal would be in a
much better condition and far more
valuable than it is at the present day-,
and the bon. member's recommendation
is borne out by the various reports I
have rend, I wish to point, out one thinig.
It ha-s often been said that the Comnmis-
sioner of Railways, in dealing with the
Collie coal, has been exceedingly biased
against it. The general instruction to

Ithe Commissioner has been to treat the
railways as a commercial concern; and it
is his duty as Commissioner to buy his
goods in the cheapest market. On the
other hand, the -Government can d eter-
mine the policy to be adopted. I say
again, it is the duty of the Commissioner
to buy his coal in the cheapest market;
but the Government say, " We will take
the responsibility for using this 'coal;
we wish to keep this industry going;
we recognise the necessity for such an
industry within the State"; and the
blame, if blame there be for the use of
this coal, lies entirely on the Govern-
ment. Dr. ,Jack points out clearly that
there is no evidence that Mr. George is
biased. I am quite satisfied that he is
not biased; that his object has been to
buy the cheapest coal obtainable. [Mv R.

BoLTOW: YOU tie him down.] We do
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not tie him down. We take the respon-
sibility. We say that during certain
portions of the year the Commissioner is
to use 80 per cent. of Collie coal on his
railways; omitting certain sections. We
do not ask him to take Collie coal up to
Laverton or down to Albany; and we do
not use any Collie coal whatever on the
line from Geraldton to Nannine. There,
Newcastle coal is used entirely, on
account of the deterioration in Collie
coal soon after it is mined. But in
regard to this matter, the Government
take the whole responsibility. And I
wish to say that the Commissioner's
action is the action of any ordinary corn-
mon-sense man who had before him
only one consideration--the best, the
most effective, and cheapest method of
working the railways. The Government,
on the other hand, say it is essential to
have coal mines within the State; and we
recognise that there will be great disad-
vantage to the State if we do not try to
foster that industry. I think it is our
duty to try to foster, as far as we legiti-
mately can, all our industries. Dr. Jack
asks first for certain relief from labour
covenants- that a certain amnalga-mation
of areas be allowed. These are matters
that can well be dealt with when on the
subject of mining reform, and not so well
on a motion such as this. Dr. Jack's
third request is that for a period of tn
years no royalty to private consumers
shall be charged by the Government. 1
think we should be binding ourselves
down too much if we asked. the House to
decide that for the next ten years no
royalty be charged to private consumers.
We say, and said last year-and no mem-
ber of the House, questioned or objected
to the proposal-that for a period of
three years we should remit the royalty
on this coal. Another of Dr. Jack's
recommendations is that the zone system
be so far adopted as to make Collie the
terminal section in respect of the coal
raised in that district. In paragraph
120 of his report, Dr. Jack recommends
that-

In plain figures, therefore, I think the Gov-
ernment should be prepared, if necessary, to
pay a direct subsidy to the industry, limited
to £2%000W in any period of ten years. The
Treasury might be called on up to this amount.
as required, at any time within any period of
ten years, to raise the price payable to the
producers of the coal (for railway use) to ebout

8sL per ton, if ever the "equitable price," with
the addition of - insurance," should fall below
that sum;, and I recommend that it should, if
necessary, he called on, in such event, to pay a
direct subsidy (limited to £23,000 in each
decennial period) up to 20 per cent. on the
price paid by the railway.
I do not know whether we can agree to
that. He recommends also a subsidy of
Is. f6d. per ton per year on A coal sup-
plied to the railways, the price not to
exceed 9s. 6d. per ton. In dealing with
Dr. Jack's report, we have to remember
that the whole of it is based on one
foundation: that in Dr. Sack's opinion,
Collie coal should be carried on our rail-
ways at a lower price than is charged for
the carriage of Newcastlo coal. For that
he gives some very good reasons; and
personally I can see no reason why we
should not adopt his suggestion, without
calling the lower pricze a- preferential rate.
I am not now speaking on behbalf of the
Government, because the matter has not
yet been considered by Cabinet; but I
cannot see why we should not assist the
con3 industry as well as other industries.
We carry low-grade ore from the fields at
a lower rate than we charge for high-
grade; and the rate is increased accord-
ing to the value of the ore. The whole
of our tariff is based on a. somewhat
similar principle; and I do not see why
we should not lie justified in enacting
that all coal of, say, over 11,500 British
thermnal units must pay a. certain rate,
and that inferior coal payv a tower rate.
But it is on this fouindatiin that Dr. Jack
haaLs the whole o f his arguments ; and ini
the first place, we are not quite siur-
whether the lower charge would not be
looked on as a preferential rate, and bo
contrary to the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion. It mighit not be a~loWed. And
there is no doubt that th is is the basis of.
Dr. Jack's most valuable report, in which
he points out time after time how neces-
sary it is to assist the industry. The
Government have e~veryv desire to assist
the industry. We recognise that at large
sum of money ha4 been spent at Collie;
there is an average of 377 men
directly employed in the industryv.
The coal is not bad. Dr. Jack
says that with 75 per cent. of Collie coal
and 2.5 of Newcastil', the very best
results can be obtained-even better
than with Newrastle only; and that 50
per cent. of Newcastle and 50 of Collie
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will not give so good a result as 25 and
75 respectively. So, knowing that we'
have a coal which, though not so good as
we should like, yet does efficient work, I
think that the Government are justified
in the action they have taken up to the
present time. I do not think we can
accept the motion in its entirety. T
think it ought to be amended so as to
read that we should give earnest and
careful consideration to the suggestions
of Dr. Jack. Because, in the first place,
the Government will have to consider
whether, under the Constitution, they
can charge a higher rate for the car-
riage of Newcastle than for Collie coal ;
and in the second plate we would have to
consider whether it. would be advisable.
The point has not yet been considered.
There are other findings which deal with
the question of remitting royalties for a
period of ten years. To my mind the
member for Collie may rest satisfied with
the assurance that the Government will
try to follow out the policy adopted by
the Victorian Government in connection
with their coal mines, and will do all
we possibly can in at legitimate and
honest manner to promote this industry.

On motion by MR. TR'OY, debate ad-
journed.

MOT[ON-RAIL WAY FREIGHTS AND
LOCAL INDUSTRIES.

Debate resumed from the 18th July,
on Mr. A. J. Wilson's motion " That in
the opinion of this House it is desirable
to revise the existing railway freights,
with a view to promoting the welfare of
local industries."

MR. P. J. LYNCH (Mount Leonora):
In sjpeaking to this motion, I can only say
I appear in the position of a bewildered
spectator. When we bear in wind what
has been said in evidence given before the
Timber Inquiry Hoard and before the
Arbitration Court, the several statements
given to the public and the many things
written 'on this subject, and that these
appear so full of contradictions, a person
desirous of finding out the true position
of the timber industry must come to the
conclusion that, after all, he has a for-
midable task before him. Ilam not here to
defend the existing railway rates. I believe
that the problem of reducing the railway
rates, not only to assist the timber in-
dustry but also to encourage other indus-

tries, is one to which the House could
very profitably apply itself. I must
necessarily direct my remarks to the tim-
ber industry, since the mover of the
motion occupied nearly all his, time in
referring to it, although the words used
in the motion are in the plural; but
before doing so I should like to direct
attention to the remark of the member
for Collie that it was a matter for con -
gratulation that other timber companies-
I presume he meant other companies than
the Combine-had at last made up their
minds to come forward in a concerted
fashion to seek assistance from the State.
That reminds me of a character in
Dickens. They had almost to be en-
couraged in the belief that they were
labouring under a6 disability. I believe
that character in Dickens was a dema-
gogue, who said: " Before ~I came
amongst you, you did not know you
were slaves; now you all know it." This
action of the member for Collie savours
of an inclination to prompt these com-
panies to come along apart from their
own volition. I think that is rather
uncalled for, to give any encouragement
to companies or corporate bodies to
swarm down on this Government for
concessions. If they felt the pinch, they
would come along spontaneously and
would need no encouragement. So the
action of the hon. member reveals a con-
dition between himself and these com-
panies that should not exist. (MR.
Ewruo: You quite misunderstand the
position.] The timber industry has been
inquired into more than any other industry
in this State. In fact, it may be because
of theserepeated inquiries that it is in such
a parlous condition at present. That may
or may not be the case. At any rate, it
has not been for want of effort on the
part of previous Governments that the
timber industry is not on a. sounder basis.
As faras the occupants of the Opposition
benches are concerned, I am sure they
will receive the proposals embodied in the
recommendations of the Timber Inquiry
Board with that liberality of view to
which we lay claim. We are just as
anxious to give encouragement to fair
employers of labour as members on the
Ministerial side of the House. In fact,
I believe that the fair em ployer of labour
has more genuine supiporters and ad-
mirers on the Opposition side of the
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House than on the Government side.
Therefore the recommendations that
come from the Timber Inquiry Board, I
believe, will have most liberal consider-
ation from this side of the House. In
regard to the effort made before the
Arbitration Court to assess the wages of
the workers--and this was a means
resorted to to put the timber industry on
a fair basis-I was rather surprised and
somewhat pained to think that Mr. Tees.
dale Smith, the leading mouthpiece of
the Combine, went out of his way to give
expression to a very cold-blooded senti-
ment when he said in his evidence that
be was not going to concern himself
about considering the families of the
men. I think that if Mr. Smith was
given a chance he would have seen what
a cold-blooded statement that was. 1
believe that he does not entertain
for a moment the notion that the
natural resources of this country, its gold
resources, or its timber resources, or any
other resources within its limits, exist
solely for the purpose of providing div-
dends for foreign or local companies. I
believe that the very first call on the
natural resources of this country should be
to support families according to a decent
standard of comfortable existence; and a
statement of the kind made before the
Arbitration Court certainly does bespeak
an unnatural desire-if Mr. Smithifairly
represents the feelings of his principals-
and an unbecoming anxiety to exploit the
natural resources of this country for their
purpose and their gain alone. An attempt
has been made repeatedly, both in the
Press and otherwise, to let the public of
this State know that the timber industry
is in a languishing condition, that it is
going down-hill fast, and that those who
have invested their money in it see no hope
of ai return-in fact, to put it briefly, that
the industry is one that is waning. One
of two things is happening: either the
industry, as the records show, is in a
flourishing condition year by year. or
those engaged i its exploitation are on-
tinuing to put the finished article on the
markets of the world at a continuous
loss, which is rather improbable. Now,
what do the records show?. So far from
this industry being a languishing one,
the records prove otherwise. According
to the figures of the statistical branch of
the departments of this State, the number

of superficial feet exported in 1903, the
first year for which these statistics are
available, was 83,000,000; next year, in
1904, it was the same; and in 1905 it wag
90.000,000-that is to places beyond Aus-
tralasia. During the sajne three years
the output from the sawmills of the
State of sawn and hewn timber was as
follows: -In 1903, 126,000,000 super.

jfeet; in 1904. 143,000.000 super. feet;
and in 1905, 137,000,000 super. feet;
showing certainlyr a decline, which is
solely accounted for by the fact that the
local consumption in this State fell off con-
siderably. The export to the Australasian
States, including New Zealand, lia been
on the up grade--remarkahly so. Ih
1903 it was 7,000,000 super. ft., in 1904
it was 12,000,000 super. ft.; and in
1905, 14,000,000 super. ft. So we see
that the foreign or export trade to places
beyond Australasia has increased during
these three years by 8-3 per cent., and
the trade to the Commonwealth and lqew
Zealand by 77*8 per cent. Of course I
am not taking into consideration the
local consumption, which has been
admitted on all hands to be most profit-
able; but oin the particular section of the
sale of timber beyond the State the
increase has been very encouraging,
especially in relation to the Oommon-
wealth, and also, but in a lesser degree,
in relation to places outside Australasia,
the latter increase being 8-3 per cent.. as
I have shown. So, notwithstanding what
is said to the contrary. the timber industry
is not declining so far as the output is
concerned, and the only alternative con-
clusion that can be arrived at is that
those engaged in the industry are still
pursuing it at a loss. [MR. HArwann:
So they are.] *That remains to be proved
later on, and I shall make some attempt
on my part to prove it. it does not
show the very unsatisfactory condition
that the public of this country ar being
repeatedly and industriously reminded of.
It is stated that under thie fierce com-
petition of the Eastern States the selling
of the produce from this State has become
unprofitable;- but 'the Timber Inquir '
Board has placed os in possession of
facts that show very clearl y that, so far
as transport chargies are concerned, the
timber companies in this State have
unquestionably the best of the deal, so
far as their Eastern competitors are
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concerned. In New South Wales, accord-
lug to the finding of the Timber Tuquiry
Board, the cost of freight from the mill
to the nearest port of shipment is l5s.;
and in Queensland, which is considered
to he another fierce competitor, the cost
is as high as 21s.

'SI. A. J. WILSON: Those figures do
not deal with hewn timber , but only with
Sawn timber. The board say themselves
that they have no information at all in
regard to hewn timber.

MR. LYNCH: Special reference is
made to the sawmilling trade. They
give also the average cost of f reight f rom
the mill to the nearest port of the several
companies operating in this State, and it
is from 13s. 4d. to 9s. in the case of the
Combine, who have been the most per-
sistent section of the timber companies
in this State in seeking a reduction in
freights from the Government. So we
see, as far as the finding of the board is
concerned, these companies have nothing
to complain of when a compari.son is
made with the charges in New
South Wales and Queensland, the
States which are admittedly our fiercest
competitors in the export trade. As
far as Queensland is concerned, and
it has been referred to as the fiercest com-
petitor we have in the timber export
trade, and it has been said that unless
something happens8 in the shape of a
severe reduction, Queensland will 'collar"
the trade of the world, there has come
into my possession an advertisement from
Mr. Pratten, the secretary to the Rail-
way Comimissioners in Queensland. Those
Commissioners are asking for tenders for
30,000 squared sleepers required for the
Roma district, 7 feet long,. inches wide,
and 44: inches deep, delivery to be taken
and sleepers paid for as follow :-In
station yards between Dalby and Rloma,
£610 per 100; on line between above
stations, £29 15Ss. per 100; and traction
engine road Within 10 miles of Baking
Board, 8s. per 100; on traction engine
road within 20 miles of Baking Board,
£7 l~s. per 100." These are the prices
offered by the Railway Commissioners of
Queensland, and I say they form a more
than remark-able contrast with the price
paid by the Commissioner here; and the
price. I may say, is more or less governed
by the rate paid for the class of timber
used in this State and exported. The

* eivers on the South-West line at the
Ipresent time are not receiving what was
fixed by the arbitration award, Is. 3d.
passged at the stump. That award has
lon since expired, and they have drifted
into a condition that they are cutting
much cheaper now. At all events the
price paid by the Commissioner of Rail-

I ways in this State at the present time is
as low as £6 17s. 6d., and when we com-
pare that price with the £210 paid for
sleepers at Dalby and Roma in Queens-
land it puzzles any inquirer to think
how, after all, Queensland is going to
become the fierce competitor of this State
which it is supposed to be.

MR. A. J. WILSON: Ts that tar 7 by
10 by 424 P
M. LYNCH: Yes; 7 by 10 by 4-'. The

advertisement is culled from an Eastern
paper, and the percentage of increase is
enormous. I know the Dallby and Roma
district well. There are ironbark ridges
there interspersing the country at moder-
ate intervals and comparatively easy to
be. got at. I mention this to show that
we must take the prophecy that is being
made on behalf of Queensland, as the
fiercest competitor of this State, with a
high degree of caution.

MR. A. J. WrLsoN: That is not a
proper comparison, unless you are pre-
pared to show what distances the sleepers
have to he carted by bullock teams.

MR. LYNCH: They have given vary-
ing prices, according to thisaadvertisement,
on the line side £9 15s. between Dalby
and Roma, and then they go out 10 miles
of Baking Board and the price is £8 per
hundred. There is no going behind this
as exposing the real condition of things
in Queensland, which is supposed to be
the fiercest competitor of this State. Now
we come to the kernel of the whole trouble,
and that is to find out or attempt to find
what. profit is really being made in this
State by the companies operating here.
It is, as I said at the outset, a formidable
task for any inquirer to find out the true
position in regard to this industry, if the
contradictory statements made from time

totme are to be given any credence. In
thefist laewe find that the Combine

gives its profits, according to the balance-
sheet for 1903, ats £90,000; yet when
Mr. Teesdale Smith was before the Arbi-
tration Court he gave evidence which, if
it was not at variance with that balance-
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sheet, yet jg enough to set any
inquirer thinking, after reading it, what
is the true position in regard to the
industryP The balance-sheet. disclosed a
profit of £90,750 for the year 1903; and
then we have Mr. Gardiner and Mr.
Smith, in the Arbitrattion Court, giving
somnewhat contradictory versions of bow
this £90,000 was arrived at. Mr. Tees-
dale Smith, in giving evidence before the
Court, said, in reply to the question,
"Do you agree with Mr. Shackleton

when he says that- " by' the way I
myself was cross-examining Mr. Smith at
the timne, and I asked him "Do you
agree with Mr. Shackleton when he sets
up a calculation that your profits were
£223,000?" Mr. Smith replied, "No.
I think he must be mad when he
says that, because it is not so. the
whole profit is 4123,000, That is
the total profit for the whole of the
world." In reply to a question by the
president of the Arbitration Court, Mr.
Smith said, "The gross profits are the
profits arrivea at after allowing for all
expenses as far as we are concerned, but
not before London debits it with £32,000
for interest." So, you will see that there
is £32,000, according to this rendering,
deducted in London before the £2123,000
is arrived at;, that is the gross profit, and
which, as I have already said, makes any
person puzzled in trying to arrive at the
true? position of this company as to its
profits. [Mit. A. J. WILSON interjected.]
A balance--sheet is always a beautiful
mechanical production upon which farther
light can be thrown. Mr. Gardiner says
in regard to this:

The trading account shows a profit of
1123,416 12s. 6d. That is the gross profit for
the company's dealings all over the world.
All the vouchers and particulars are sent from
the various branches to London, where the
balance-sheet is made up.
So that £9123,000 is given as the gross
profit, after the admission made by Mr.
Teesdale Smith that £32,000 had been
deducted previously as interest. Appar-
ently it is not stated where that interest
went to, but at 4 per cent. they could
pay interest on a very respectable atmount
with £32,000. However, the Arb~itration
Court, or those who were there-and I
may say I had a share in -the inqmiry
before the Arbitration Court-did not go
to the length of finding out exactly how

or why the £128,000 did not reconcile
itself with the £90,000 profit. So much
for the unsatisfactory description of the
true profits of the Combine before the
Arbitration Court. With regard to Mr.
Brown, who represents the Timber Cor-
porattion at Greenbushes, atio ugh lhe
painted at rather gloomy picture of the
condition of the timber industry of this
State when appearing before the Premier,
yet his cornpany in Enigland, according to
the latest advices, does not seem after all
to be in such a sorry plight. I cull the
following fromi the Timber Trade Journal
of June 2nd. The chairman of this par-
ticu Jar company, of which Mr. Erown was
the spokesman at the deputation to the
Premier, said:

You -will notice that we pased the pre-
ference dividend, though we have earnied for-
ward inure than sufficient to pay it twice over

in order to keep our company on aL
perfectly satisfactory and solid basis. You
will be gratified to learn that we are at present
in the happy position of having sufficient
orders in hand to keep our mills going for the
next twelve months at a profit.

At a profit, mark you:

There is every indication that the imiproved
state of the trade which we have been ex-
periencing during the last few months will
continue, and if only we could get somewhat
mnore generous treatment and better working
conditions in Australia we should, I think, do
very well. There is reason to hope for this, as
the floya3 Commission has already recomn-
mended the reduction of railway freights and
wharfage. 1, of course, premise that those
will not be, thrown away by unnecessary
cutting of prices.

There you see the position disclosed
as much as it canbe disclosed by the
only individual connected with the comn-
pany who knows all the ins and outs of
it, and who has&a thorough gussp of it
in all its beairings. There it is disclosed
that at least that company which lately
approached the Premnier is not quite in
that sorry position which it was eu-
dearoured to lead the Premier to believe,
So much for Mr. Brown; and at the
same time I believe that Mr. Brown's
company is very much less favourably
situated than the Combine is-that is
patent on the surface. With regard now
to the contradictory statements of the
prices of products dur'ing the last five
years; in the first place, we have. Mr..
Teesdale Smith stating before the Tim ber
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Inquiry Board, onl page 52, as fol-
lows:

I shoutld say that prices in 19LPO were, if any-
thing, lower than at present. It was the time
the companies were cutting each other's
throats, both in the local and export trades.

That its Mr. Smith's statement about the
position in 1900. Now we come to M r.
Brown., who must be also riegarded as a
person of equal authority and veracity LIA
.Mr. Teesdale Smith; and this is wha~t he
stated at the deputation before the
Premier-

First of all lie would compare thle conditions
that prevailed prior to 192- That is just
about the time referred to by Mr. SmithJ-
with those that existed to-day, and it would
be at once seen that vrevious to 1902 there
was a very different state of things altogether.

Jarrak was the fashionable wood,
especially for paving (it had &very great vogue
in London), the selling price was higher,
orders were plentifuli, and even dividends were
not unknown, and the future of the trade
seemed bright, and fairly justified the invest-
ment of capital.

Those two statements, almost directly
contradictory, from two leading and im-
portant authorities in the timber industry
lead one again to he fairly bewildered a~s
to what is the position of this trade, uand
what is the price of the products during
the time when so many changes have
taken place. As far as the inquiry of
the Timber Board is concerned, they have
gone to considerable pains to discover
how prices have been during the last five
years; aind this is the conclusion that the
board has coins to on that head; it is
found on page 1-2 of the report:

The table attached (appendix H) shows the
c.i.f. prices received for sleepers of various
sizes by, Western Australian timber exporting
companies during the period from 1900 to 1906,
from which it will be seen that there were
great fluctuations, but on the whole no serious
increase or decrease in prices.

This is a finding of a very important
nature by this impartial tribunal as to
the cost of the product for the last five
years, during which something has hap.
pened to justifyv the reductions which are
now sought. Of the two it seems to mne
that this finding favoured Mr. Brown.

THE PREMxIER: The freights are higher
now than they were five years ago.

MR. LYNCH: That is so. I will coui e
to that aspect of the case aftferwards. At

present we are. concerned in finding out
if we can how the prices have ranged
during the past five years, during which
something special has happened to justify
a reduction. The appendix H shows in
a style peculiar, but incidentally correct,
that the price for sleepers delivered c6i1. in
Colomnbo in 1900 was s. 10d. each, in
1901 6is. 2d.; and 1903 7s. The com-
parison does not extend farther for
sleepers of the same kind delivered at
the same point, so one6 must necessarily
get, so to speak, a piece argument to
show what has taken place in the two
years which followed 1903 when sleepers
were delivered in South Africa. In 1908
the highest prflce which obtained in
South Africa was 4s. 72d. In 1904- it
ranged fromn 4s. 7Ad to 5s. 1$. In 1905
delivered in the samne place it was 4s. 91d.,
or in other words 2d. and a fraction moro
than in 1908; so that in looking at this
collection it is plainly shown that as; fatr
as the sleepers that were delivered in
Colombo in 1903 were concerned, and
those which were delivered in South
Africa for the balance of the term of five
years, there has been no reduction, but
rather there has been much fluctuation,
and no increase or decrease in the price.
That brings wue farther to say, in the
face of this finding, that it puzzles one to
know the true position. We have hereIstatements. of two leading authorities in
the in dustry, and also the statement of an
impartial authority on the other hand,
showing that so far as their findings areIconcerned no decrease has taken place.
It is very plan to the most casual observer
in this State that the Milars' Karri and
Jarrah Oonmpany since 1902 have been
loudest in their complaint against the
existing conditions. In.- fact they have
been the only people amongst the timber
merchants in this State who have been
incessiant in giving well-marshalled argu-

1menits in favour of reduction. So .one
is forced to suspect, without inquiry,

that they must , taking all1 into con-
sideration, be much worse situated than

oer competitors in the trade. Let us
try to find out if it be really so. In the
first place as far as railway freights are
concerned, the Inquiry Board shows very
clearly that the rates of the various coim-
panies operating in this State run to a.
scale from 13s. 4d. down to 9s., the rates
of the Combine product. In other words,

[ASSEINIBLY.] Local Industries.
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there is a, gradual declination from 54
per cent. down to 8 per cent. in the
various companies, or to put it the other
way the increase of the various companies
ranges from 8 per cent. in the company
next to the Combine, the West Australian
Jarrah Sawmills Coy., to 54, showing
clearly that Millers' Karri end Jarrab
Coy., at the 'bottom of the list, enjoys. theI
great advantage shown by the gradation
of 8 per cent. to 54 per cent. as compared
with other companies. So much for
railway freights alone. Now as to
the question of royalties, it is shown
also as far as their holdings; are concerned
that they enjoiy an equally advantageous
position. The Combine, I believe, were
operating between 800,000 and 900,000
acres. First they bad the Jarrabdale
concession, 250,000 acres, by way of con-
cession for £60. They have the Quin-
dalup lease, 51,000 acres, £.75; Karridale,
46,000 acres, £150; Canning concession,
95.000 acres, £380, showing a. total
acreage for those four properties of
442,000 acres held at a rental or conces-
sion value of £655. That is the charge
made for those concessions. If these
huge concessions were charged for at the
rate in existence for other timber leases,
they would bc paying about £314,000 per
annum, showing clearly that as far as the
tenture of the property is concerned it
stands to the Combitne'fs favour in a
marked degree, as indicated by the
difference between £9650 and £14,000.
As to the balance of the holding, I
presume they hold it according to the
£920 per mile charge. According to the
evidence before the Arbitration Court,
of Mr. Jobson, who represented the
Timber Corporation, the timber from the
corporation operating their leases in
Greenbuishes averaged 8s. 7d. per load of
output, whereas in the case of the Com-
bine, taking on the evidence of Mr.
Smith £12,000 as the sum total of 'his
rent, it averages Is. 44d. per load, show-
ing a remarkable difference between the
charges which the Timber Corporation
has to pay on the one band, 3. 7a., and
the charges which the Combine are paying
on the other hand, is. 4rfd. .per load,
according to their own evidence. As far
as the cost of production is concerned
the Premier was anxious to find out what
was happening in that respect. We find
that Mr. Teesdale Smith gave evidence

on this point before the comlmission. On
page 51 he states:--

I give you .£2 10s. asmy f.o.b. coat, includiug
all charges, cost of management, and every-
thing. 'When 'we took over the other comn-
pamnies, the f.o.b. cost was £3 Os., showing a
saving of 15a. on f.o.h. cost per load. The cost
has been reduced j ust about 2s. 6d. a load since
I gave the cost in the Arbitration Court;
whet-her it will be maintained is another qlues-
tion. I would put it down distinctly that our
present f.o.b. cost is £2 10s.
According to th is evidence he has effected
a reduction of 15s. per load, and accord-
ing to the inquiry of the Timbepr Board
the cost of the produnet has not materially
altered dLuring the last five years. I do
not think there is any need to go far to
show that a saving has been effected in
the cost of production on the one hand,
and as far as the inquiry of the Tither
Board is concerned the cost of the pro-
duct has remained practically the same.
We want to know what has happened
since, on the evidence given by Mr.
Teesdale Smith and the finding of the
Inquiry Board, to j ustify the demaLnd now
made on the part of the Combine. There
is another feature of the Combine's
position which shows it enjoys another
advantage over other competitors, and
that is in trading with their men, giving
stores to them, what he called the trading
account. According to the evidence given
by Mr. Teesdale Smith before the Arbitra-
tion Court, the trading account shows a
very gratifying profit indeed. He was
asked, " What profit did you make in
1904 on the stores ?" and he replied, 11Onk
a turnover of £1112,000 we made a net
profit of £9,940." Practically a net
profit of £,10,000 on this part of the
business alone. That is no mean advan-
tage when we come to consider that the
other competitors in the trade, the
Timber Corporation for instance, 'have
the traders of Greenbushes right along-
side, and the Kirrup Company, the other
considerable competitor in the trade, have
also stores in the neighbourhood to com-
pete against them, whereas in the case of
the Combine in nearly every instance
they have their own customers, and they
charge practically their own prices. In
fact I have seen some prices lately that
are fairly startling, which are charged at
the present day by the Combine, as
much as Is. 3d. for bacon delivered ; and
as far as charges are concerned for parcels
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and the railway' fare by way, of going upl
to the station, which is a small matter,
the fares i ange from 100 to 200 and 300
per cent. higher than the amountcharged.
on the (lovernuient railways. I mention
the stores account to show that it is
sufficient to pay almost 1 per cent.
on the legitimate capital value of
the company, leaving out altogether,
of course, the fictitious value that is
attached to the capital value of
the company, whichi I will refer to later
On. As a farther instance of the advan-
tage this company enjoys, it is not even
paying the same rates of wages as others
but it is paying the lowest rate at present
obtaining in the industry, and here is my
proof of it. The Kirrup Company, on
its own admission, is largely dependent'
on the export trade; andihe export trade
is set down as I-eing the least profitable
portion of the trade. That company
depends for its very existence upon the
export trade, the Small fraction that is
disposed of locally being a negligible
quantity ; and the rates of wages paid by
this Kirrup Company are higher in
31 divisions of labour callings on the
Kirrup premises. In all these cases the
rates of wages are in excess of those
obtaining on the Combine property, and
,n some instances the difference is as high
as 2s. per day. The difference ranges
from 6id. up to 2s. a day in regard to
the men employed in :31 divisions of
labour in relation to the Kirrup Com-
pany. That is the last advantage I
am pointing out which is enjoyed by
the Combine over the other competitors
in the trade. There is one matter I must
not forget to refer to, namely the present,
condition of timber-hiewers. Timber hew-
ers, as mewmhers are aware, are at present
having a holiday time. I do not know
where they are employed. They are at
all events scattered all over the country.
They would not come. to terms with thie
Combine's proposal to accept 2a. for pass-

in g alongside the railway line, and this is
te evidence given by Mr. Teesdale Smith

before the Timber Board. In question
No. 3139. Mr. Atkins asked Mr. Teesdale
Smith what were the average earnings of
the timber hiewers who were working on
their own. Mr. Smith replied:-

Take all the boePre in this country: I sup-
pose there are 500. 1 believe they do not
exceed 7s. or 7s. Lid, per day.

*It will have to he borne in mind that
when Mr. Smith gave this evidence
before the Timber Board, the men
were getting 2s. 3d. at the stump, under
an award. And when we reflect that
this same Mr. Teesdale Smith wishes to
reduce the hewers to Is. 9d. in the first
instance, and to Is. 6d. later on accord-
ing to his public declaration, we may
imagine what will then be the position
of these men, it is simply summed up
thus. If, according to Mr. Teesdale
Smith, an excellent authority, they were
getting only 7s. 6d. per (lay working on
their own, and if hie intends to reduce
them by another 9d., the result will
he to take off one-third of 7s. 6d.,
equal to 5s. and on Mr. Smith's
own showing, if the men in the hew-
ing industry are reduced to the rate he
desires, they will be working in this
State at .5s. per day. Memibers will see
how puzzled anyone must he who has
followed the mazy track which must be
trod in order to find out the true position
of this industry and those en 'gaged in
it. I now come to the question of the
Comnbine's capital; and here I feel that I
am dealing with a subject in which I am
not so well versed as I should like to be.
But there are sufficient statements on
record to warrant my asserting I hat the
present alleged capital of the Combine
stands at much too high a figure; and
that really forms the essence of all tbe
trouble, for 'Mr. Teesdale Smith expects
the industry to pay on a capital which
has never reached this country in cash for
actual investment. Mr. Smith has statted
in his evidence in the Arbitration Court
that before the eight amalgamating
companies were brought into one Com-
bine the ordinary shares were written
down by X800,000. But he said also
that the present capital of the Combine
is £1,600,000, a little. over .£100,000
being held in reserve for the purpose of
increasing the capital. Let us consider
how it was, when those companies were

*brought together and fused into one,
that he concluded to stop at the limit of
£1,700,000. Had he come somewhat
lower and cut down the share list to
£1,000,000 I venture to say no quarrel
would be in existence there to-day.
This is really the crux of the whole
trouble-the over-capitalisation of the
Combine; and over-capitalisation is not
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a grievance in this State only, but is
general in other countries, and especially
in America. Members may have noticed
the cabled opinion of President Roose-
velt, that legislative enactments must
soon be brought to bear on the iniquity
of over-capitalisation; and the cablegram
states that he referred to the need for
legislation in respect of large estates
passing at death from one man to
another. That is beside the question;
but he was emphatic in stating that by
legislative enactments the United States
would have to reduce within reasonable
bounds the capital of the companiies
operating in that country . I believe that
in this case the same trouble is evidenced.
The over-capitalisation of the Combine
forms the crux of the whole trouble.
Let me refer to the items that have
already puzzled me. In the first placze
we find that the Imperial Jarrab Com-
pany, formerly controlled by Mr. Yelver-
ton, is one of the amalgamating corn-
panics. Its capital is set down at
27,500 ordinary shares. It would certainly
appear that the company was not of
much account when the amalgamation
was brought about. But what was Mr.
Teesdale Smith's opinion of the same
company when he gave evidence before
the Timber Inquiry Board, as appears on
page 59 of the report ? He says :

I could not tell at what price the Imperial
Jarrab Company was taken over. My valua-
tion was £14,000. I do not know what value
I would put on it now. It just depends upon
how much timber there is at Quindalup, and
the achinery and horses they have there.

There we have Mr. Smith's estimate of
the value of this estate at £14,000; and
yet the same concern figures in the
amalgamation at £27,600, upon which
capital it is at the present day sought to
pay interest, and on account of which it
is sought either to reduce the wages or
the railway freights in order to pay on
what certainly appears to be a fictitious
value given to this estate when the
amalgamation into the Combine was
brought about. That estate is one por-
tion of the Combine. Another is the
Mf. C. Davies Company, Karridale, which
was floated in I think 1894, at
£28,000. Certainly the noninal capital
was £60,000, but the called-up capital
amounted to £28,000 only. Operations;
were carried on till 1898. when the con-

ern was reflated into -a London corn-
party, the size of which 1 do not know.
But at all events, the Mi. C. Davies or
Karridale Company now figures in the
Combine at the huge value of £229,000.
So we set what has taken phice with
regard to the Imperial Jar-ab Company,
and that something of a kindred nature
has taken place regarding this company-
a greatly inflated value is given to the
proposition, by changing £128,000 of
called-up capital into X229,000 in the
Combine. As to Millars' Karri and
Jarrab Company, the records in the
Supreme Court show that it was formed
of 350,000 shares divided into 100,000
cumInulativye six-per-cent. preference shares
of X1 each, fully paid tip, and 260,000
ordinary shares of £1 each. The capital
was increased later on by £160,000, in
150,000 second or B cumulative preference
shares, making in' all a nominal capital
value of £500,000, at which the com-

Ipany stood before the amalgamation.
What happened then? We find the self-
same company figuring in the amialgama-
tion at £655,000, or in other words an
increase of £155,000 on the figure shown
when it was an individual 'unit operating
in the timber areas. I think I have said
enough to show that, at all events in the
case of these three companies, something
shady has happened, which may perhaps
have been perfectly lawful according to
stock exchange practice; but something
has certainly happened which shows,' that
a fictitious value at present attaches to
the capital of the Combine, which capital
stands in the world's market atA 1,600,000,
with a certain number of shares held in
reserve; and as we find that in the case
of at least these three companies some
very questionable tactics have been emi-
ployed to inflate their value, it is not after
all extravagant to surmise that something
has happened in connection with the
balance of the amalgamation, the five
other companies. I have stated what has
happened to three companies, to show
that we must be particularly on our guard
against considering this £1,700,000 as
anything in the nature of a legitimate
capital now seeking a reward from the
State. .Just an exam ple of how this stock-
watering, as it is called in stock-exchange
language, is done so ingeniously that none
but a keen observer can notice anything
wrong or anything questionable. I refer
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to the. case of the Adelaide Steamship
Companuy, which was formed originally
of £10 shares; and the profits were found
to he so enormous that it would not do
to let the public know of themI otherwise
labour troubles, or some other form of
pest, would arise to disturb the equa-
nimity of the company. The company,
therefore, called in all the £10 shares,
tore then- up, and issued for each
£10 share five shares carrying a. face
value of £95 each. Iu other words,
the company was appreciated or written
uip to the extend of 150 per cent. On
the original capital it was paying 25 per
cent. dividends; but by the process of
stock-watering, it reduced the apparent
profits to 10 per cent., at which no one
could grumble loudly. This shows the
tactics adopted ; and these tactics have
succeeded up to the present in Millars'
Karri and Jarrahi Company. The £10
shares to which I have referred stand at
the present day on the Adelaide stock
exchange at £87 10s., and there was not
a single shilling subscribed towards the
stock-watering; showing the methods
employed first to deceive the public, and
secondly to enhance the value of the corn-
pany in order to show ultimately that it
was not so very prosperous a concern, and
that its operations were not of a nature
to excite any undue suspicion in labour
bodies. That was the only possible
excuse; and this may be one reason that
prompted the founders of Millars' Xarni
and Jarrah Company. So much for
stock-watering. I come to the last item
-the railways. The present proposal is
that the railways of this State should
come to the rescue of the timber com-
panies here, by way of a reduction of
freights. I may say that I am not in
favour of continuing the present rates,
which are altogether disproportionate to
those of the Eastern States. And although
I recognise the need for keeping our rail-
way rates at a proportionate level, in
view of the very heavy expenditure here,
still I believe it is not necessary
to retain them at the high level
at which they have hitherto stood.
But viewing the proposal as a whole,
viewing it in perspective, wve have before
our eyes that the railway system of this
State has a capital value of £9,808,454,
wilst the interest on the capital em-
ployed, according to the 1905 report, was

£381,382, and the profit shown for the
same year was £100,957, a total of
X482,329. Those were the profits on the
working of the system for the year.
According to the latest statements in the
Arbitration Court, the Combine made
£96,000 profit in 1904. Mr. Teesdale
Smith's evidence was to the effect that a
cable bad come to band announcing that.
By simple proportion it shows that the
profits of the Combine in that particular
year, though not the identical year I am
comparing in regard to the railways,
were £576,000. In other words, if the
railways of this State were to earn profits
on the same basis as the Combine did,
they should h-ave earned during that
particular year £143,800 more; and the
question reducs itself to this: are we
justified in farther penalising the
railway system of this State that is at
present not paying so well as the Corn-
bine, according to their own figures, and
at the same time in perhaps encouraging
the timber companies to indulge in that
cut-throat competition foreshadowed by
the chairman of the Timber Corporation ?
We are inclined to look at our railway
system from a commercial standpoint,
and members on the Government side
figure largely in their desire to put that
enterprise on a commercial basis. I
would ask: Is it fair, considering that
the capital invested in our railways is
£9,800,000, that the railways should be
farther penalised to assist a Combine
whose capital is made up in a great degree
of fictitious values? I leave the subject
in the handls of the House, by saying
that it is an unfair and unreasonable pro-
position, while admitting that it is neces-
sary that some reduction should be made.
The last thing to which I desire to draw
attention is the statement made by the
Combine through their mouthpiecp, Mr.
Teesdale Smith, when he was urging on
the Lands Department of this State some
relaxation in the conditions that apply to
timber leases. One of the arguments he
employed was that the Combine had
approximately one million pounds worth
of plant, railways and rolling stock, live
stock, buildings, and water su pply. A.
cording to Mr. Smith, there is no more
than a million pounds invested by the
Combine in the shape of improvements,
from a two-inch nail to a locomotive, on
the properties of the Combine; and I
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think we can rely that in this case the
amount was not understated-rather per-
haps a little overstated-when the object
was to induce Mr, Hopkins, the then
Minister for Lands, to adopt some relaxa-
tion in the conditions applying to the
timber leases at that time. So we get
down to bedrock. A Combine with a
capital value of one million pounds is
paying better than our railway system,
yet a movement is made to ask the railway
system, through this House, to stand a
farther imipost or to be farther im-
poverished in order that the profits of
the Combine should be increased. That
is An unwarranted proposition. It is
worthy of note that Mr. Teesdale Smith
also stated in the Press that the relief
given by the abolition of the wharfage
dues and the reduction on' the exp~ort
trade would give them a quarter of the
relief sought from the arbitration Court.
He left out of calculation altogether the
benefits that would accrue to his company
from dispatching timber to the goldfields
or to the metropolis from the stations to
the South. That would certainly in-
crease the £5,000 mentioned as repre-
sentiug one-fourth of the relief sought.
Mr. Teesdale Smith only mentioned the
export trade, which is certainly but
a small proportion on which actual
benefit would accrue to the Combine. As
a last word on this subject, I need
only mention that at. present the popu-
larity of the timbers of this State is
undergoing a passing cloud in the opinion
of its users in the distance, and that is
largely attributable to the tactics of the
operators here in the past. The leader
of the Opposition asked a question, and
it was shown that the unpopularity of
the hardwoods of this State has been due
to the very reprehensible methods of
some companies here in substituting
karri for jarrab, and by that ineants
bringing jarrah into disfavour. So if the
timber is undergoing some temporary
unpopularity, it is largely attributable to
the companies themselves;, and the fault
in a measure, be it large or email, rests on
their own shoulders. Let me say in con-
elusion that I do not believe that the
present prices upon which the competitors
in New South Wales and Queensland
have tendered are anything representing
prides that will be maintained in the
future; and I think it is altogether un-

fair to take what, after all, may be the
depressed prices offering, though they are
the prices that certainly secure the trade
from this State, as a factor in deciding
the rate of wages to be paid here, or to
use them asK a lever or a mneans of bringing
pressure to bear in order to get a reduction
in our railway rates. The Commissioner
of Railways in Queensland cannot get
sleepers on anything like the favourable
terms the Corn missioner of Railways gets
them in this State, according to the per.
centage I h ave worked out. ITam favour-
able to the recommendations of the
Timber Inquiry Board. At the same time
I believe that the Combine, who have been
loud and clamorous in their attempt to
influence the Arbitration Court and this
Government for a reduction, enjoy four
or five advantages that the other coin-
pLctitors do not enjoy, and these other
competitors, from all appe-arances, would
be perfectly satisfied with an adoption of
the recommendations of the Timber
Inqu iry Board, to lead to fair comnpe ti tion
in the future and not be a source of
encroachment on the evenue of the State
at the same time. For my part, [ am
prepared to support the recommendations
of the Inquiry Board, but no farther will
I go.

THE PREMIERf (Hon. N. J. Moore):
The debate on this question has practi-
cll resolved itself into a discussion in
regard to the position of the timber

idstry, and I have rarely listened to
tsspeeches which have dealt more

exhaustively with the question than those
delivered by the member for Forrest the
other evening and now b~y the member
who has just sat down. There is not the
least doubt in my, mind that this-ques-
tion is deserving of the greatest possible
consideration at the present time. The
Government desire as far as possible to
assist the various local industries, more
especially the timber industry, as it is
in what may be called a very critical
position. Last year, this House recog-
nised that it was so, and on a motion by
the member for Forrest that a Royal Corn-
mission be appointed, the Government of
the day decided that a board of inquiry
should make inquiries in connection with
the industry. It 'was stated that the
industry was languishing then; hut the
prices realised for the product to-day are
not nearly as high as they were then; so,
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critical as the position was considered
then, it is infinitely more critical at pre-
sent. It is critical in this sense, that it
is not only a question of a reduction of
railway freight. and the loss that might
be entailed, but we have to realise that
the industry is now employing something
Ake 4,000 won; and] if, as we are assured
by the timber owners, the timber mills
must be closed down if the rates a-re not
reduced, the position will become serious,
with 3,000 or 4,000 mien pu ton to what is
practically an overcrowded labour market.
It is essential that this question should
receive most careful consideration by
the Government. If there were avenues
of employment open to these men at
present, I should say, "Let the mills
close down," because I realise that
at present one, of our best assets is
being practically given away in the
markets of the world; and I should say,
allow the mills to close down now, be-
cause I am sure, as the Sun rises to-inor-
row, the time is not far distant when the
hardwood timbers of Western Australia
will take their place in the markets of
the world which should be theirs by
virtue of their commercial value. While,
on the one hand, we must look at the
questioo fromt the aspect raised by the
member for West Perth (Mr. Illing-
worth), the Railway Department of this
State being the carriers of the State, and
while we are desirous of showing a profit
on the operations, still I maintain that
such profit should not be shown at the
expense of any one industry. The mew-
her for West Perth has pointed out that,
in addition to the working expenses mn
connection with our railways, we have to
find omething like £450,000 for interest
and sinking f und-and. I take it that no
member would advocate that the freights
should be reduced to such an extent that
we should have to dip into the ordinary
revenue to provide interest and sinking
fund on the railways-at the same time
I realise that it is lpossible to remove
some of the anomalies that exist now,
more particularly some referred to by the
member for Coolgardie in the course of
his speech. The member for Forrest,
who brought this question forward, prac-
tically confined his remarks to how the
timber industry was affected by the rail-
way rates; and he certainly br6ught
forward some very interesting corn-

parisons in regard to the existing f reigh ts
in Western Australia and the freights in
force in Queensland and other places.
Although these instances quoted were
actually correct as regards particulars,
still the fact that, as far as Queensland
is concerned, only 6,182 loads were ex-
ported. in 1904, out of at total production
of 118,823 loads, matkes the comparison
of very little value. Anud the fact that
the harbour dues on Steamers, say 2,500
tons the average size, are approximately
is. 8d. in Brisbane as against 9d. at
PBunbu ryf, where th e principal ex port trade
is done, is another matter to be con-
sidered. The hon. member, in making a
comparison in regard to the freights,
added 2s. 6d. wharfage to the freight.
He mentioned the fact that in Queens-
land there' are no export charges in
regard to timber exported.

Mu. A. J. WILSON:, That is why I
added it here to the railway freights,
because there is no wharfage charged
there.

THE PREMIER: The lion, member, in
dealing with the prices, admitted that
they were considerably lower in Queens-
land than in Western Australia, and no
doubt that to a large extent, is due to the
higher cost of living here, According to
his statement, as far as the hewing is
concerned the men were paid for 9 x 10

x5 sleepers Is. 6d., as against 2s. to
2s. 3d., or a difference per load at the
lower rate of something like 10s. There
are something like 4,000 men employed
in the industry, and, in my opinion, quite
12,000 people are dependent on the
timber industry for their living. One
hion. member (Mr. Lynch) dealt very
exhaustively with the question of a
reduction and the position of the timber
industry and the companies generally,
and he certainly quoted some statements
which, on the face of them, appear to be
rather contradictory. In regard to Mr.
Brown's statement, miade in the course of
a speech on a deputation when he referred
to the fact that tis company was in such
a very awkward position at the present
time, the member (Mr. Lynch) quoted a
statement made by Mr. Brown's directors
in Lon don, from which I understand they
have twelve months' orders in hand at
the present time. That is certainly rather
contradictory.
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MR. A. J. WILSON: He was On the
deputation when the report was read.

TEEs PREMIER: I think I shall refer
that question to the gentleman mentioned.
In regard to the fob. cost referred to by
the member for Leonora, when the com-
mission was suggested, I did not think
there was any necessity for an inquiry'v-
and after three or four mouths it prac-
tically has resolved itself into this, that
the fob. cost quoted by me in speaking
to the motion of the member for Forrest
is approximately the same. I then stated
that in my opinion the f.o.b. cost at Bun-
bury would amount to.£2 12s. After this
very exhaustive inquiry has been made, we

fidthe board report that the f.o.b. cost,
including mill cost, railage, wharf age,
water carriage, and any' charges inciden-
tal to placing timber on board ship, is as
follows: - Millars' Karri and Jarrab
Company Ltd. (average at all the mills),
£2 10s.; Western Australia Jarrah Saw
Mills Ltd., £2 16s.; Timber Corporation
Ltd., £23 4s.; Sexton and flrysdale, £2
12s. 4d.; South-West Timber Hewers'
Co-operative Society, £2 17s. 3d., so that
the price stated by me then was approxi-
mately correct. There is one point in con-
nection with the industry I would like to
refer to; that practical[ly the whole of
the money we receive for the sale of
timber is spent in Western Australia in
wages, railway freights, and for produce,
money paid to farmers and others in-
terested in supplying the mills with horse
fodder and the necessaries of life; this
being another reason why we should
do all we possibly can to keep the in-

dutyalive. 'the agitation for the
rdcion .of freights has not been con-
fndonly to the employers, because tho

Trades and Labour Council, which is
representative of a large body of workers,
has asked that the recommendations of
the Timber Inquiry Board should be

given effect to. In addition to that, the
timber employees generally of Green-
hushes have written to me as follows:-

That in diew of the serious falling off in the
jet-tab export trade owing to the increasing
competition in the hardwoods of the Eastern
States, whose success is largely due to the
inc resed burden placed on the jarrah industry
by the Government of Western Australia in
the form of rail and wharfage charges, the
Government be urged, in order that the various
jarrah producing companies may successfully
compete in the world's hardwood markets

without farther reduction in the already low
rate of pay of their employees, to give their
favrourable consideration to the recommenda-
tions of the Timber Inquiry Board's report.

So that we see in this case apparently the
employers and the employees are -at one.
The member for [Leonora, in the course of
his speech, has referred to-the fact that
according to the evidence given before
the board in many instances they* were
getting higher prices for timber a little
time ago than is the case at present.
I think I may quote from information
supplied to me in this connection in regard
to tenders as giving an instance where the
prices have considerably dropped since
last year. These are actual tenders, and I
think it a better basis to go on than the
basis that the member referred to in con-
nection with the advertisement calling
for prices in Queensland. Paving tim-
bers: in 1903 we were selling paving at
£6 10s. per load; in London to-day it is
difficult to get £4 L0s. per load, cargo
lots. In Ceylon in 1903 contracts were
secured by the Timber Corporation of
Greenbushes at £5 12s. per load for
sleepers, and for Ceylon in 1905 a con-
ti-ac-t for i be same class of sleepers was
placed in New South Wales at £4 5s. per
load; theie is a diffierence of £1 Vs. per
load. In South Africa tire Baxter con-
tract price in 190$ for half a million
sleepers was 5s. 1d. per sleeper; last
year a contract for the same sized sleepers
was obtained by Now South Wales at
4s. 5d. per sleeper. At Manila the
lowest jarrah quote was £4 l8s. 9d., the
order was secured by New South Wales
at £4 10s.; while for India in January,
1905 for 9ft. Gin, by l0in, by Sin.
jarrali sleepers. the quote was 6s. lid.;
New South Wales got an order at 5s.ld.,
a reduction of something like 16 per cent.
It is thus evident the price of jarrab has
gone down considerably. As I stated in
moy opening remarks,if there were employ-
mnenit available in other ways for those
now engaged in the timber industry. I
should say let the mills close down for a
year or two until we can get the real
commercial value for our timber. At
present we have forest areas suitable for
milling of something like two million
acres, and on the p)resent basis of cutting
that will mean something like 32 mears'
suppl'y ; so that if we pay due attention
to the conservation of our forests there is
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every possibility we shall have cutting
ahead of us for a good many years. To
give some idea of the value of the timber
trade to the State I may mention that
during the last eleven years timber to
the value of Y4,600,000 has been ex-
ported, and as the member for Forrest
remarked, practically the whole of that
mone 'y has been spent in the State.
My colleague the Minister for Rail-
ways, who is more intimately connected
with the general subject, will refer
at a later period to the question from
other standpoints than timber. I con-
fine my remarks to the question of the
reduction of freights on timber. No
other industry in the State at the present
time is in such a serious condition as the
timber industry. I have already stated,
in replying to a deputation, that the Gov-
ernment have realised the necessity for
doing something in the direction indicated
by the Board of Inquiry's report. We
propose to reduce the wharfage which is
in force to what it was three years ago;
that will mean a reduction of something
like X3,000 per annum for our wharfage,
but this whiarfage rate in most cases is
absorbed in the railway revenue. The
railways are doing very little to earn that
particular money for the simple reason
they get 29. 6d. a load for hauling the
timber from the station yard to the
wharf, while they will bring the same
amount of timber iu 15 miles for the
same price. So that we can make a
reduction on that Charge, and still pay the
railway -authorities good value for the
work done in that connection. The
were other suggestions ats to bush haul-
age, demurrage charges, storage, and
other matters in which no doubt an im-
provement can be made. In Queensland
timber shippers have on more than one
occasion arranged for trains to be stopped
on the main line and sleepers loaded
there. At present we only load our
timber at the sidings; so possibly some
alteration can be effected in that direc-
tion. Possibly' some relief cain he given
.there without any cost to the Railway
Department. There is a certain amount
of red tape that has to be got over before
that innovation can be brought about,
but I am satisfied that if it is brought
about it will mean a considerable reduc-
tion in the cost of handling the timber.
The other recommendation is that the

Iprolposals of the Inquiry Board should be
adopted. The Government intend to
give this matter every possible considera-
tion. While we are willing to give relief
where it is considered necessary in other
industries, we realise that relief is most
necessary at present in regard to the
timber industry. The Government are
prepared to meet not only the wishes of
the timber employers and the employees,
but at the same time to meet the wishes
of the House by giving effect to somne of
the recommendations of the Timber
Inquiry Board.

MIN. T. HAYWARD (Wellington):
After what has fallen from the Premier
I think there is very little more to be said
on this question, because I am satisfied
that the Government intend to go as far
as they can to support the reconiienda-
tions, especially in regard to items of
wharfage and storage. There is also
another matter which has not been men-
tioned, what is called the bush haulage.
With regard to what has been said by
the member for Leonora, I could give
the names of the companies that have
been iu business and have failed, and
have lost thousands of pounds, and I
believe at the present time none of the
companies in existence are paving divi-
dends or are likely to pay any. As to
the Combine being over-capitalised, that
argument does notapply totheTiinberCor-
poration at Greenhushes and the Kirrup
Company. The manager of the Timber
Corporation, when attending the (depot.%-
Lion which waited on the Premier, stated
that his company had not paid any divi-
dend this year, nor were they likely to pay
any. As to orders on hand, I believe
there are very few indeed at present,
especially in regard to sleepers. In
regard to sleepers, when the strike was
on the Oombine stated that it did not
matter much to them for they had no
orders, and I do not think they have
had any in since. There is one other
matter I would like to mention iin regard
to the member for Leonora. The how.
member said Mr. Smith had stated the
average earnings of the sleeper hewers
were something like 59. or 6s. per day.

Mu. LYNCH: I said they would reduce
them to that.

Ms. HAYWARD: I know that good
men have been earning £4 per week.
The industry is one in which some little
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Skill is required, and beginners would not
earn half of that amount; but men have
earned X1 a day.

MR. TAYLOR: Skilled and hard work,
and long hours.

MR. HAY WARD: If a man can earn
£1 a day, it is not so bad.

MR. LYNCH: I have only taken Mr.
Smith's evidence before the Royal Corn.
mission.

MR. HAYWARD: I speak from my
own knowledge. I have been to one of
the mills, and have often heard of men
earning over .21 a day. I do not think it
is fair to say the employers are going
to bring the wages down to s. or 6s. a
day, or anything like that. There is
another matter. It came to my know-
ledge a few days ago that they are send-
ing a great quantity of very large beams,
12 x 12 and so on, and it is proved that
they can cut them by the mill cheaper
than paying the usual rate of wages for
hewing. The men by striking have lost
all this work, and they are not likely to
go on at the present time. lam satisfied
that the Government intend to do all
they possibly can to assist the industry,
and therefore I shall not go into the
subject as I otherwise should have done.

On Motion by MR. EWING, debate
adjourned.

BILL-VACCINATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

NO COMPULSION.
SECOND READING MOVED.

MR. A. J. WILSON (Forrest), in
moving the second reading, said: In
introducing this innocent littl0 measure it
isnotmy intention todelaytheHousemore
than a few moments, and it is certainly
not my intention to traverse the ground
which one might be inclined or induced to
traverse when dealing with the vaccina-
tion laws of our State. Suffice it to say
that since the year when the parent Act
was placed oni the statute-book of this
State in 1878, there has been no en-
deavour to bring our laws in this con-
nection in any degree into keeping with
the more modern thought respecting the
vaccination laws. The proposals that are
embodied in the little measure I hare
introduced exist in New-Zealand at the

peet time. In that Actisaconscience
clueproviding for exemption from the

operation of the principal Act of those
who are conscientiously of opinion that,
vaccination would be prejudicial to the
child's health. It provides that they may
Secure a certain certificate which sAll
exemrpt them from the ordinary provisions
of compulsory vaccination. Not only
has this measure been adopted in New
Zealand, from which I have copied the
measure I am explaining, but it has also
been introduced in New South Wales,
also in South Australia, and since the
year 1898 it has been the law in England
itself. In England what is known as
the conscience clause was inserted in
the Act of 1898, and it was to run for
a period of five years, expiring in 1908.
There was a great deal of controversy in
regard to the wisdom of introducing this
innovation in England, and although it
was successfully negotiated in the House
of Commons it was thrown out in the
House of Lords and sent back. The
Commons again sent it to the House of
fLords, and it was eventually passed
through. As I have stated, the con-
science clause has been in existence in
England since 1898, and the latest and
most reliable authorities dealing with its
operation speak of it in the following
terms:

The working of the so-called "conscience
clause " also has by no mens justified the
somewhat gloomy forebodings expressed, both
in Parliament and elsewhere, at the time of its
incorporation in the Act of 1898. On the con-
trary, its operation has undoubtedly tended to
the more harmoonious working of the Vac-
cination Acts, by affording a legal niethod of
relief to such parents and guardians as are
prepared to affirm their conscientious belief
that the perfornmance of the operation might,
in any particular instance, be prejudicial to
the health of the child.

That is quite an unbiased and unpre-
judiced statement as to the effective
operation of the clause which I propose
to introduce into our statute here as it

Ihas been found to work in England.
Everybody who has made a study of the
question of vaccination knows that it is
one of those vexed questions on which
doctors differ to an alarming extent.
The only thing about which there appears
to be any unanimity* at all is the admis-
Sion that vaccination guarantees an im-
munity or iiimises the liability of
infection from smallpox. At the same
time everybody who is prepared to admit
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that is also prepared to admit that it
only guarantees such immunity for a
period of seven years, and that after a.

period of seven years the protection
which may have existed during that first
seven years practically ceases to exist. In
those circunistances die utility of the
vaccination in itself is to a very large
extent minimised, and if people really
believe in the principle of vaccination it
ought to be necessary to repeat the
operation once in every seven years. But
we know the wide world over this is not
the fact, and consequently it would seem
that whilst we think it is a. good thing in
the earlier stages of our existence, it is
not so necessary in the later periods of
life. In the Act introduced in South
Australia we have a very complete and
very comprehensive section, very short
and very concise. It provides that-

No parent or other person shall be liable to
any penalty under section 21 of "The Vac-
cination 'Act, 1882," if within six months from
the birth of the child he makes a declaration
before a Justice of the Peace, in the form of
the Schedule hereto, that he conscientiously
believes that vaccination would be prejudiciM
to the health of the child, and within seven
days thereafter delivers to the vaccination
officer snch declaration.

Section 2 of the South Australian Act
contains a provision which seems to me
more practical than anything else I have
noticed in any Vaccination Act:

The Governor may, on the breaking out of
sinallpox in the State, by proclamuation
render Section 1 inoperative for a speetiffed
time in the whole or any portion of the State,
and mayorder persons who have been in contact
with a case of small pox to be vaccinated or
revacacinated within a specified time.

That would seem to be doing what ought
to be dlone by those who really have faith
in the doctrine that this practice secures
immunity from infection. I have not
inserted a similar clause in this Bill,
because sixth a. section does not appear in
the New Zealand Act; and as I am one
of those who have little confidence in the
value0 or virtue of vaccination, I have not
deemed it necessary to copy the section
from the South Australian Act By the
Bill, a certificate of exemption shall,
within a municipality, be granted by a
police magistrate or resident magistrate.
In places beyond the limits of a municipal
district the application for exeinption
may be made to, and the certificate

granted by, a justice of the peace. The
object of that proviso will be at once
apparent-to mninimise the inconvenience
to the parent or custodian, and to remove
a disability from people who aire mnore or
less isolate. My strongest claim for the
favourable consideration of the House, in
order to place this measure on the statute-
book, is that in so doing we are only
followinag, though at some distance in the
rear, the excellent example set us by o ther
States of the Commonwealth, by New Zea-
land, by Canada, and by the United Ki ng-
dom; and in the circumstances I think
we cannot go far wide of the mark, when
we give this privilege, not to any small

Isection of the comumunity, but to' a very
large and influential section, consisting
of people who believe honestly and con-

Iscientiously that in many cases the
practice of vaccination is miost injurious
to the health of their children. And I
think we ought to have some regard to
the conscientious scruples of these people,
in view of the fact that the same prin-
ciple has been adopted in so many other
portionsi of the globe, without any of the
calamities which it was predicted would
follow its adoption. I have therefore
much pleasure in moving the second
reading.

ThE ATTORNEY GENERAL (IHou.
N. Keenan) : I regret that personally I
cannot fall in with the views of the
member for Forrest. It seems to me
that we can reduce the whole matter into
a very smuall compass. If vaccination is
a good thing, if it is a preventive, then
by all means let it be enforced on every
member of the community. Because it
is no use vaccination being effec;ted on
one, two, or three persons, if a fourth is
allowed under any species of excuse to
remain unvaccinated. On theother hand,
if vaccination is not a preventive, if it is
nota good thing, let us face the ques-
tion. ropexly, and repeal the principal
Act, thus leaving the matter optional.
so that anyone who likei vaccination
can have it. 'tThe Bill proposes that,
those who arA prepared to go before a.
magiistrate and make at certain. form of
decl7aration to the effect that they have
conscientious scrulples, shall be exempt.
Is not that inviting people to use that
form for evasion merely ?

11P. Bortaou: Not those who believe
in vaccination.
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Mtar ATTORNLEY GENERAL: That
I admit. In some cases the declaration
mnight be absolutely genuine; but in.
many cases it would not be genuine.

MR. BATH: But those who believed in
vaccination would have their children
vaccinated.

THiE ATTORNEY GENERAL- I
admit that they would. But let me put
the case the lion, member suggests.
Suppose hie believes in vaccination, and
suppose we repeal the principal Act;
would that prevent him and those who
thought with him from having their
children vaccinated? The Bill, there-
fore, appears to me to be wholly illogical.
If we are to arrive at this point, let us
arrive at it in an open manner. Let 'us
say that the Vaccination Act is no Longer
necessary on oar statute-hook ; and when
we have taken it off, the hon. mnember, or
tiny other person, will not be debarred
from having himself or his family vacci-
nated, if he thinks vaccination a good
thing. But this Bill is simply an
evasion, and instead of meeting the real
issue it attempts to gain support by
avoiding that issue.

MR. A. J. WILSON.: That evasion has
been practised in a great many countries.

Tiai ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ia
more countries than one, I admit; but is
that any reason for adopting it here? If
the hon. mnenmber has to take refuge in
an argument of that kind, hie has not
much to say for his Bill.

MR. 13&',rn: That is precisely the argu -
ment you used in favour of the Second-
hand Dealers Bill.

TH7 ATTORNEY GENERAL: Did
I not put before the House the merits of
the Bill? [MR. BATH: No.] Then it
is very extraordinary indeed that the
hon. member allowed the Bill to go
through without using every possible
effort to oppose it. I submitted that Bill
on two grounds: first, that it was the law
elsewhere; secondly, that it had merits
which warranted its adoption here. And
if the second ground was not recognised.
by the Opposition, it was somewhat
extraordinary that they allowed the Bill
to pass.

Ma. BA&ThR: What about your major-
ity ?

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: A
majority is nothing if the minority is in
the right. Majorities are powerful only

when they have right on their side. Of
course, such at sentiment doe not at
present appeal to the Opposition. Flow-
ever, to return to the question before the
House, surely the mnember for Forrest
mnust give us some reason against our
leaving the principal Act on the statute
book, before he asks us to vote for this
atmending Bill. I have not sufficient
audacity to give an opinion as to whether
Vaccination is or is not a success. But
until 1 am convinced that it is not a
success, I am not prepared to join with
those who would indulge in this form of
legislation, or who were prepared to
wipe out from our statute-book measures
put there only after considerable thought,
care, and investigation. I have myself
no doubt that vaccination is a pro-
ventive; and if it is a preventive, I am
determined to secure it~s benefit by com-
pelling every person, not myself only, to
be vaccinated. Tt is no use at all as a
preventive unless it is universal; because
even a single mtember of the community,
if he contracts the disease, will spread it
a round. True, if vaccination is a pre-
ventive he will not be able to do that;
but if it is a preventive, why allow him
to Shirk his duty to the State, and not
only to shirk it in his own person, but in
the persons of his children whose actions
he controls? If the lbon, member brought
in a Bill simply to repeal the principal
Act, and if he supported that Bill with
reasons showing that vaccination has not
been a success, that it is not a preventive,
and if those reasons 'were sufficient, I
should. support him; but when he brings
in a, Bill of this character, which is
merely an evasion, and which if adopted
would be u sed undoubtedly byV some abso-
lutely bona fide, but by a. number with-
out any been ]ides at all, it appears to me
that he is asking US to take a dangerous
step, and for no reason save that else-
where those who are behind the anti-
vaccination movement have had sufficient
influence to eniable the measure he now
sugests to be placedI upon the stutute-
book.z

Mui. H. E. BOLTON (North Fre-
mantle): I regret that one of the leading
membhers of the Cabinet has opposed the
passage of this amending Bill; because I
had hoped that at least the Government
would do with this as they did with the
application for a Royal Commission on
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the Government Printing Office. If the
Government will do that, Ilam thoroughly
convinced that this amendment will be
carried, because last year and the year
before in the previous Parliament, I
brought this matter up on the, Address-
in-Reply, and this year also I mentioned
it, and, prior to this session I asked
several members if they wouldl support
me in such an amuendment. As a matter
of fact, the amendment was, introduced
in the last Parliament by Mr. Needhamff,
the then member for Fremantle, hut
owing to the dissolution, it lapsed. The
member for Forrest, in explaining the
measure, said that anybody who made a
study of the matter wouldf agree that it
was a necessary measure. I have made
a study of the matter, for I was once
fined. The cost of my experience was
15s. 6d. I have a conscientious objection
to having my children vaccinated; and
when I was summoned before the police
court for not having one of my children
vaccinated, I could have availed myself
of one of the sections in the Act by pro-
ducing a doctor's certificate- which would
have exempted mue from being responsible
for having the child vaccinated. I refused
to do so. I had always advocated that a
conscience clause should be included in
the Act; and for that reason I appeared
at the court and stated my conscientious
objection to vaccination. I may tell thc
House that the only child in mny fam-ily
that has been vaccinated is the one for
which 1 was fined for not having it
vaccinated. The others are not vaccinated.
They are past the compulsory age. This
one, as I told the magistrate, would not
have been vaccinated had I not ieen a
law-maker. Had I not been a law-maker
I should have been a law-breaker, and I
would rather have gone to gaol than have
the child vaccinated, only that my public
position demanded that I should set an
example in keeping the lw. At that
time the Act was badly administered. I
was fined Is. and the costs were 14-s. 6d.
There is an antiquated old gentleman as
inspector underthe Act who is supposed
to call at houses to see that children are
vaccinated. He evidentlv does not know
his duty or where it sto ps, because not
only did he exceed his duty because he
was insulting when he called, but in
addition to the salary lhe received costs
at the court. I think that is wrong

altogether. I am not using this argu-
ment in favour of this Bill, but because I
believe people should have the right, if
they have conscientious scruples, to say
that their children shall not be vaccinated.
The Attorney General said that no argu-
ment had been advanced as to whether
vaccination had been a success or not;
but the member for Forrest said it was
proved beyond all doubt that vaccination
only lasts seven years. If it is necessary
to hiave children vaccinated, why is it not
compulsory that they, sh ould be vaccinated
every seven years? I make this state.
ineat, that out of the .50 members of this
Assembly, not five have been vaccinated
each seven years. It shows that if people
have a right to say whether they should
be vaccinated or not, they do not believe
in the efficacy of vaccination. If it only
lasts seven years, why should it be neces-
sary to hold the parents liable for the
vaccination of their inants when we do
not hold them responsible for the vac-
cination of their children who are advanced
beyond the age of seven years ? I think
one of the arguments against vaccination
is this term of seven years. The Attorney
General evidently forgot that in the old
country and in South Australia. a si milar
clause to this appertains, and that
there they have the right, if they
have conscientious scruples, to say that
they do not want their children vac-
cinated. It is all very well for the
Attorney General to use the old argu-
ment that has been advanced so often,
that when one takes a contagious
disease, it is through the conscientious
scruples of the one who first gets the
disease. I do not believe in that. I
think we would have opposition to that
theory from the medical fraternity; but
I do believe there are cases where healthy
children have been absolutely ruined
constitutionally from vaccination, and
no Member will say there has, been no
such case. In and out of the State there
have been numerous cases; and if thero
were only a few cases of healthy children
being ruined constitutionally through
vaccinat ion, i t would he juastification for
this clause. In my opinion, fewer people
will avail themselves of this clause than
the Attorney General thinks. And is it
giving too much privilege to parents to
allow them to say that they do not desire
their children to be vaccinated F Surely
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it is not right to force parents to take
such a step. They can evade the Act by
sending their children out of the State ;
and I could have evaded the Act in my
case, but I desired to emnphasize my
objection in the police court, and it cost
mns L5s. 6d. I will emnphas~ise my objec-
tion as long as I have breath in my bony.
I do not believe in compulsory vaceida-
tion, and if the Government are not pre-
pared to support this amendment, I hope
they will allow this to be a non-party
question, for I an sure of the result. I
took the trouble last year to speak to
most of the mew hers in this House, and
I am absolutely certain of a majority to
support the amuendmnent now introduced
by the member for Forrest; also in
another place. I felt so keenly on this
subject that I spoke to a great many
members on it; and there are many who
sympathise with the amendment. While
they are not going to enter into the ques-
tion of the success or nonsucoess of
vaccination, they do not think it is too
much to give the right to parents to say
whether their children should be vacci-
nated or not. Are the Government, if
they are not prepared to stipport this
Bill, prepared to go farther and say that
once a child is vaccinated, it shall be
vaccinated every seven years through
life ? Surely the success or nousuccess
of vaccination should not apply; but I
amn prepared to let it apply if the Attorney
General wants to introduce the subject,
and T am prepared to ask the Govern-
ment to enforce vaccination every seven
years. If they are not prepared to
go that far, I hope at least they
will allow this Bill to be carried .
It is not asking too much. It is not a
question that when this antiquated indi-
vidual, who does not know his duty,
knocks at the door you may say,. I do
not believe in it," you have to go before
a magistrate and say you have con-
scientious scruples. Few-v people would
do this unless they have these scruples.
I would be sorry to think that sunch an
amendment would lead to fraud. Are
there people who will declare for the sake
of the trouble that they have conscientious
scruples? because vaccination can be
obtained free. It is not a matter of cost
or espeuse, it is a matter of scruples; I
people do not believe in it in some
instances. If the Government will. not

support this aineudment let it be a non-
party question, and allow members who
believe in it, andl I know that there are ML

majority of members in this Chamber
who11 believe in it, to decide the question,
and then we have eotliug to fear as to
the result.

THE MI1NISTE R FOR WORKS (Ron.
J. Price) :On this question I ptersonally
have doubts whether any body of layneus
is competent to deal with it. It appears
to mu this is peculiarly a medical question.
If, f, r i nstance, any one of us is suffering
from a severe illness or sickness, we have
no hesitation in taking the advice of the
med ical mILn we may call in ; but 'when it
comots to a question of the prevention of
certain diseases, then every laym vian in the
commnunity thinks he has the right to set
himself up as an authority. A member
says doctors differ on this questioin. I
suppoe doctors do differ on almost any
medical question that anyone likes to
mention, but I have yet to learn that the
constinsus of opinion amongst the medical
fraternity is not distinctly and em-
phatically in favour of vaccination. I
believe the consenusu of medical opinion,
notonly in Great Britain and A lstralia. but
also in Germany, the homne of science, is
dis~tinc(tly in fa;vour Of vaccination; and
as a layman I would not presumje to set
up my opinion on a. technical question
against the vast inajorily Of Medical flieD.
There is one reason that lpltrculaxrlv
u nfi ts the Au stralasian tefgiSLtu n's f 'r
dealing with the question, and that is,
fortunately for us, no community' iii Aus-
tralia has yet known what it is to suffer
from the severe ravages of smallpox.
Occasional and isolated cases have hap-
pened, but we have never had a deter-
mined and bitter epidemic raging amongst
us. If we go to Germ any where vacci-
nation is enforced most rigidly, not only
vaccination at the stage of infancy, but
revacoinat ion from time to time.

MR. HORAN: That is cauied by the
density of the population.

TEE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
We find in that country a greater
freedom (rout the ravages of this par-
ticular disease than in any other
Europefan country. I think evidence of
that sort ispeaks for itself, and I appeal
to the House to exercise its proper func-
tion, and its proper function is not to
express an opinion on a medical question,
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bot in my humble opinion to be guided
by the opinions of men who are coin-
petent to express an Opinion on this par-
ticular question, and whose judgment on
this matter is considerably better than
ours.

ME. BATH: Which opinion will you
take ?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS : I
will take the consensus of opinion
amiongst medical men, the vast majority
of whom are absolutely in favour of
vaccination. For that reason it is my
intention to oppose the Bill.

Mn. TV. WALKER (Kanowna) : It is a
very strange doctrine to lay down that
this House is not competent to deal with
a matter of this kind. It is extraordinary.
If we are not capable of dealing with a
measure of this kind, how comes it we
have an Act at al1 on the subject?
How comes it we are capable of amending
an AOL which this Legislatnre has passedP
We have dealt with it.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: It Was
passed because the consensus of medical
opinion was in its favour. Once the
consensus of opinion is against it, then is
the time to repeal the Act.

MR. WALKER: Take the statement
of the Minister for Works. There was a
time when the consensus of medical
opinion was that the best way to cure
sickness of anyv kind was to) visit the
Shrine of the saints or sprinkle holy water
on them: that was the opinion of medical
men in one stage of thought in the pro-
gress of humanity. At the time when
Dr. Jenner for instance, either invented
or discovered the efficacy of vaccination.
what was the outcry or consensus of
medical opinion on Dr. Senner. The
whole medical world was against him.
He mar have been right or lie may have
been wrong, but be was one man amuongst
all the medical men, the rest of them
being against him. What was the
opinion of the medical world when
Harvey discovered the circulation of the
blood? They reckoned be had gone
insane; they treated him as mnad. Sup-
posing there had been some great modem
philosopher in the Legislature of that
time and hie had used the argument:
"Do not believe this man, do not listen to
him; the consensus of medical opinion
is against him;" for that is the argument
of my hononrable friend. But does it

not come with bad grace from the bon.
member, for he has is hand one of the
most technical of all modemn subjiects,
the sewage question.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: And
expert advice.

MR. WALKER: Of course, hut he
knows when experts are right and other
experts are wrong. Here is a layman
who knows the habitat and habits of
microbes, who has been in office a few
weeks and offers his opinion, as standing
right amongst the tip-top of the con-
sensusa people. He is going to ask us to
deal with, I believe, this sewage question.
The presumption of the menmber! We
laymen, just think of it ! The member
for Mt. Margaret to give us a discourse
on microbes! We are not to deal forsooth
with the question because we are laymen.
What are we to do? We are to ask the
member's opinion what the consensus of
the experts ison every subject with which
this House has to deal. It is an absurd
position. Let me tell the member he
does not know the consensus of the
medical opinion on it.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: You do.
Mn. WALKER: I do. Jestingapart,

does he not know that the medical world
4is very much indeed divided on this
subject, and that some of the ablest
physicians have criticised the effect of
vaccination as a preventive? There
are hospitals in London where experi-
ments have been tried on this subject.
The amendment brought forward by the
member for Forrest is due to the agita-
tion not only of the ordinary people of
England,but is due to the chainpioushipof
some of the leading medical men of Eng-
land. Does he not know that in The Lancet,
the leading British medical journal, there
have been years of controversy amongst
modern medical men upon this Subject?
It is Dot a thing which is to be settled by
the doctors living among ourselves; it is
not a matter of consensus of their opinion;
it is not a matter to be settled in that
manner. I have a great respect for the
knowledge, for the advancement of the
Legislature of England. It is, 1 admit,
mostly conservative; but even in a
conservative place like the House of
Commons, where the general mind is
tainted with the old Tory notions that
have deep root in English convictions,
they have passed a conscience clause, It
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is in places like England that the evil
effects of vaccination have been most
noticed. The agitation has not sprung
up from mere sentiment; it does not
conmc from mere whimsicality. It arises
from the observed effects of vaccination
upon the children of England, and the
children, for that matter, of other couni-
tries. It is no fancy when it is stated
and proved, and must be admitted on
the Governmeut side of the House-
although I know it is net a party ques-
tion-that there are people going about
now with ruined constitutions, in perp4-
tual ill-health, living a life, so to speak,
in death, if that is not a contradiction of
terms, owing to vaccination. And now I
want to know, if there be any force in the
argument that sometimes vaccination is
a preventive, why we confine it to
smallpox vaccination, vaccine? We know
there are contagious diseases just as
deadly as is smallpox. Why not have a
la6W, then, to com1pel us to be vaccinated
against plague, for instance, or typhoid,
or for other diseases which afflict hu-
manlity ?

TEn MiniSTUR FRo WORS: It is
done against plague.

MAl. WALKER: It is not done by law
in this form. I question whether the
bon. member was vaccinated for plague:
if he was, then he has got it yet. It is
a serious question, and I know families
who would prefer that their children
.should risk the smallpox rather than risk
those other diseases they are likely to get
in consequence of being vacci nated. It is
a serious thing to undertake the respon-
sibility of putting poison into their
children's blood.

Tits ATTORNEY GENERAL: Impure
lymph.

Mn. WALKER: The hon. member
speks of impure lymph. Is there any
pur lym ph? It is an active poison, a
disease at the very best, and there is no
medical man in the world who can really
judge when the lymph is absolutely pure.
For what does it depend on? Lymph is
simply the active form, the microscopic
form, the basis of that disease, the germ
of its existence, microscopic in its cha-
racter. To know whether that lymph is
pure or not you must know whether every
germ of that little substance which you
put in the child's arm is in itself healthy.
How can we get at the genesis of this?

If we take it from the cow, we are not
sure that the cow is healthy, or what may
happen in communicating that micro-
scopic point of life that is to start tbe
disease in a wild form within one's body.
We cannot detect it. I have known in-
stances where the doctor has sworn that
he had got puire lymph, believing that he
had; but disease has broken out in the
child, sores which would not heal have
followed as a consequence of vaccination.
We cannot test it. Science has not got
to that stage yet in which it can examine

Fthe genesis an~d healthfulness of this kind
of life.

Mn. HuiDsoN: Cannot the bacterio-
logist do thatP

Mn. WALKER: No; bacteriologists,
medical men, cannot even tell our diseases.

Ma. HUDSON: That is a broader and
wider question.

MR. WALKER: Not at all.
THE MINISTER FOR WORKS: I think

they could tell you what you have got.
MR. WALKER: They cannot even

tell the sicknesses and weak-nesses or ail-
ments of humanity; and this is aminuter
form of life. The pathway open to us
in a discussion of this kind is almost
infinite., it is immense. Who is to know
all about that little creature, that tiny
existence, that basic form of life ? We
cannot. T say it is impossible to tell
,when lymph is pure or not. But that is
not exactly the question. The point is,
if men or women believe that this form
of vaccination is injurious and likely to
ruin the health of their child, to m~ake
the life of that child for all future miser-
ahle, are we to compel them to imumolate
the child? Are we to compel them toIsacrifice their faith in the child's health,

Ito practically break their hearts over it?
There is scarcely a family, I should say,
but knows of an instance amongst their
near neighbours of a child having been
injured by undergoing this operation.
Are we, in spite of all that, to compel
them? [MfEmBER: Do you think that
Jenner lived in vain?] I do not know
that Jenner lived in vain, but I know
that somne of his vaccitie has lived in somic
people's veins. In my opinion this is a
matter which should be left to the con-
sciences of people; or, otherwise, we
should be consistent and enforce inocula-
tion for crery disease under the sun, in

Vaccimdion Act. [26 JULY, 1PM)
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which ease we should 1)0 doing nothing
but teeing doctors all our liveis.

On motion by the TREASURER, debate
adjourned.

ADOJOURNMENT.

The louse adjournled at eleven iutes
to 11 o'clock, until the wixt Tues-
day.

IkrgiL[a t ibeV A $ I Ic b LR,
'1'aesday, 31st July, 1,906.
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Tas; SPEAKER took lbhe Chair at

4-30 o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

13y the MINISTER FRa MINES AND
RAILWAYS: i, Comparative Statement of
Railway Timber Freighits in Western
Australia and Eastern States.

By the MINISTER FOu WORS: i, Re-
turn of Molleys expended on the Metro-
politan Sewerage Schemne. z, Plan of
Reticulation of the Metropolitan Sewerage
Scheme.

By the TREASURER: Report of the
Education Department, 1905.

GOLD STEALING, A CORRECTION.
Tnsl M1INISTER FOR MINES mnen-

tioned that in the typing of Detective
Karanagh's report on gold stealing, an
error occurred, the word "ounces " appear-

ing instead of " pounds," after the words
Ifmany thousands."

QUESTION-AFGHAN'S EMPLOYED,
WHY.

Mit. HOLMAN asked the Minister for
Works: i, Is he aware that Afghans
are employed carting mnaterial, stores,
etc., also repairing saddles, on Tulloeb's
section of the rabbit-proof fencee? z,
Will the Minister issue immediate in-
structions that their services tire to be
dispensed with, and the work given to
white men who are available and anxious
for the work? 3, Is it his intention to
issue general instructions that, under no
consideration, are Asiatic aliens to be
given employment while white workers
are available ?

TEE MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: i, Yes. The transport of fencing
inateristi is carried. out by Government
and. contract teams, the owners of the
latter being paid at per ton and employ-
ing their own drivers, sonic, of whom are
Afghans. The latest Government pay-
sheets show that two Afghans are on
inges, one Zereen has been continuously
iemploy of the department since 12t6

January, 1905, the other, Sultan, has
been in the employ of the department
since 18th March,' 1906, engaged on
Special repairs to saddles. 2 and 3,
Owing to the distance from the nearest
base to the head of the fence (300 miles
from the north coast) it is necessar~y to
employ all available means of translport
at Government rates. The foremen in
charge have explicit instructions that,
wherever possible, white labour only is to
be employed.

QUESTION-MINE ACCIDENT, MURRLN.
MRz. LYNCHI asked the Premier:- i,

Was an inquest held on the body of
Peter Tonby, who was killed at the
Princess Alex mine, Murrin, on 23rd
June last? 2, If not, why notP

THE PREMIER replied: z , No. a,
Because, when considering all the cir-
cumstances of the case, the Resident
Magistrate was of opin ion that an inquest
was unnecessary.

QUESTION-LABOUR BUREAU, PERTH.

MRn. TROY asked the Premier: I,
What is the salary of the correspondence

[ASSEMBLY.] Questions.


